Kinston City Council

MINUTES
February 1, 2022

Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Tuesday, February 1, 2022
Regular Meeting at 5:30 pm
This meeting was held in person and published electronically at
https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall
REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Councilmember Robert Swinson delivered the prayer followed by the pledge of allegiance
Council Members’ Roll Call
Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Chris J. Suggs, Felicia Solomon, Mayor Pro Tem
Antonio Hardy, and Councilmember Robert Swinson.
Present Also: Interim City Manager Rhonda Barwick and City Attorney James Cauley.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City
Staff

There were no citizen comments.
Adoption of the Agenda
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be
entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
Mayor Hardy requested to add to the Action Agenda a Public Hearing for the Edward
Byrne Memorial JAG Grant as Item #4.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], Item #4 Public Hearing for the Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Grant
was added to the Action Agenda and the agenda was adopted.
MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on January 18, 2022
Debra Thompson
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], the minutes of January 18, 2022, were approved.
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PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
1. Retirement of Michael Spencer and Donald Leland------------------------------------ Lea Mills
Lea Mills, Human Resources Director thanked and wished the two employees good luck on
their retirement and future endeavors.
Chief Damien Locklear recognized Lt. Michael Spencer’s 27 years of service with the Kinston
Fire Department and thanked him for his service. Lt. Spencer thanked everyone and asked the
Council to remember that the heroes are not the people you see on TV (athletes, actors/actresses,
etc.) it is the people that work the streets every day. Mayor Hardy thanked Lt. Spencer for his
service and presented a plaque in appreciation from the City followed by taking photos.
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director recognized Donald Leland’s 20 years of service
to the City of Kinston. Mr. Miller noted that Mr. Leland started with the City in the Recreation
Department in 2002, then worked in traffic signals and on to the Electric Department in the
Substation Division. Mr. Leland thanked everyone and stated the time flew by. He stated most
of all he was thankful to Jesus Christ and asked everyone to remember to keep Him first. Mayor
Hardy thanked Mr. Leland for his service and presented a plaque in appreciation from the City
followed by taking photos.
ACTION AGENDA
NOTE: Mayor Hardy added Item # 8 to consider approving the purchase of a commercial
freezer for not more than $50,000 at Grainger Stadium that was inadvertently
omitted from the agenda.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], Item # 8 consider approving the purchase of a commercial freezer for
not more than $50,000 at Grainger Stadium was approved to add to the Actin Agenda.
1. Hold a Public Hearing and Consider Adoption of Economic Developer Rider E-19 for
Electric Utility Customers ---------------------------------------------------------------- Steve Miller
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director shared that the previously discussed a prepared
economic development rider that is an electric rate to allow new or existing customers
(expanding) an opportunity to have an initial 5-year period of construction (new project) or
expansion. Several areas require us to compete with new customers. We have compared
ourselves to Duke as far as outages and customer service being big benefits that we think will
help to attract new customers. Adding load to our electric system allows us to defray additional
costs as they arise which allows us not to need rate increases as much as long as we are growing.
The main areas of competition are the new Highway 70 By-Pass, existing Highway 70 Industrial
Park, and the GTP area. The amount of credit customers could get is as much as 25% credit
depending on their load factors for the initial year, with a decrease each year for the 5 years and
going forward be on a full standard rate for the City of Kinston. Mr. Miller requested a Public
Hearing be held tonight after which consider the adoption of the rider.
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Mayor Hardy thanked Mr. Miller and the team for putting this together. Mr. Miller stated that
the effective date for the rates was today, February 1, 2022, and it would be available
immediately for customers.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 5:55 pm.
There was no one to speak in favor of or in opposition to.
The Public Hearing was closed at 5:56 pm.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Solomon, and upon
a unanimous vote of [5-0], the Economic Developer Rider E-19 for Electric Utility Customers
was approved.
2. Hold a Public Hearing and Consider Approval of the Updated Pedestrian Plan ---- Sarah
Arney
Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner and Joe Seymour with VHB Consultants shared
a detailed presentation of the updated Pedestrian Plan. Ms. Arney stated that there was a possibility
of edits from NC DOT. Parts of the plan that were covered were the following chapters: 1)
Process; 2) Existing Conditions; 3) Considered for Plan Recommendations; 4) Policy; and 5)
Programmatic Implementation Guides. The Pedestrian Plan Update has been in process since the
Fall of 2019 and includes a prioritized list of projects that can help the City improve safety,
connection, and pedestrian activity to promote safe, healthy, active pedestrians. Mr. Seymour
shared that there were 80 projects identified across the City with two-thirds of those being
sidewalks and greenways and the remaining being intersection projects.
After a question-and-answer period initiated by the Council members, due to concerns, the request
was made to review the MLK Plan from 2009. Mr. Miller updated the Council on MLK and noted
that they are looking at upgrading the lighting. Also, DOT has been contacted and they have
initiated their pedestrian study. The timeframe for completion was spoken about as being 2 weeks
to a month but is not definite. Mayor Hardy asked Ms. Arney to note J. P. Harrison Boulevard,
East Highland Avenue, and felt the Council would like to take a look at the list of priorities. Ms.
Arney stated that the priority list could be changed before adopting the plan. Ms. Solomon asked
that Highland Avenue, Secrest Street, and J. P. Harrison Boulevard be duly noted and included in
the first steps of the plan. Mr. Suggs asked if the DOT makes changes, will that cause the
readoption of the plan. Mr. Seymour stated that in previous plans, the DOT will often comment
on style and not selection.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 6:56 pm.
There was no one to speak in favor of or in opposition to.
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:57 pm.
Councilmember Suggs wanted to publicly thank Ms. Arney, since she will be leaving the City,
for her work on the Pedestrian Plan and all the other work she has done for the City of Kinston.
Mayor Hardy thanked Ms. Arney as well.
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Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Solomon and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the consideration for approval of the Updated Pedestrian Plan was
tabled until a future meeting.
3. Hold a Public Hearing and Consider Request to Amend the Unified Development
Ordinance to Permit Car Wash/Detailing in the B-2 Zoning District ---------- Sarah Arney
Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner presented a request to add a car wash/detailing
as a permitted use in the B-2 Zoning District (Downtown District). The Planning Board
reviewed this request, and it was unanimously approved. They had no issue with adding the
use to the district as long as the business was compliant with the existing illegal discharge
regulations regarding vehicle wash water and able to adhere to parking requirements. Ms.
Arney shared that this can be approved with a Special Use Permit, with supplemental additional
regulations, or to deny the request.
Councilmember Swinson asked if the request was approved a Special Permit Use, would they
have to come before Council every time they have to renew. Ms. Arney stated it would be every
time an additional car wash wanted to come into that district. Mr. Swinson explained concerns
of what clause could be added to ensure that they adhere regarding water discharge and the
piling up of cars. Ms. Arney stated that that was part of our present ordinance, and a zoning
violation could be issued.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked if there were already car washes in the area. Ms. Arney stated
they were existing non-conforming uses. They would have had the car wash before the current
UDO was created. As long as they have an active business, it is allowed.
Councilmember Solomon asked what the address was for the request. Ms. Arney said the
location being requested is not about a particular address, it is about the entire B-2 Zoning
District.
Councilmember Aiken inquired about an ordinance for the mobile car wash/detailing
businesses. Ms. Arney said she did not know of any ordinance for those.
Councilmember Suggs stated that the address on the request was for one of the few places that
would be suitable for a car wash and would be in favor of the request with everyone having to
come before the Council with a Conditional Use Permit.
James Cauley, City Attorney added that when a Special Use Permit requirement was put into
the ordinance, it would be difficult to turn it down based on location within the zone. You
would not be able to distinguish one property in the B-2 Zone from another property in that
zone; it does not give you the latitude to make that choice. He reminded the Council that the
option was to deny the text amendment and the applicant apply for a Special Use Permit to
allow the business at a specific site. Councilmember Suggs asked if we could produce another
text amendment that further defines the regulations for a potential car wash/detailing service in
the Downtown District. Mr. Cauley stated you could do that.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 7:16 pm.
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There was no one to speak in favor of or in opposition to.
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:17 pm.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon
a unanimous vote of [5-0], the consideration for approval of the text amendment for car
wash/detailing in the B-2 Zoning District was tabled until the context is written in a way that
Council would like to have it moving forward.
James Cauley elaborated that the B-2 Central Business District is defined as a district
established to maintain the central City's high-density business area for residents to obtain goods
and services. He explained that he heard that that service might be appropriate in certain parts
of or on the fringe of the B-2 District. That is the instruction we will take to see if we can permit
that.
4. Hold a Public Hearing and Consider Request to Approve the Edward Byrne JAG Grant
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jenee Spencer
(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED TO THE AGENDA)
Jenee Spencer, Interim Police Chief stated they applied for the JAG Grant in combination with
the Sheriff’s office. The funding is split in half and does not require any matching funding from
the City or County. This year the request was for $24,027 to be divided with the County. The
City found the need for the officers to have additional lifesaving covering with their ballistic
equipment, and that will be purchased. The Sheriff Department will purchase a smart trailer
(speed registering device).
Councilmember Aiken asked how we were doing on our bodycams. Chief Spencer answered
that we do have bodycams for all of our officers with a few spares. They are replenished every
year.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing at 7:21 pm.
There was no one to speak in favor of or in opposition to.
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:22 pm.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Edward Byrne JAG Grant for $24,027 was approved.
5. Consider Approval of Special Revenue Ordinance Amendment NCHFA 2019 Essential
Single-Family Rehabilitation (C2120) --------------------------------------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director stated that on February 22, 2019, the NC Housing Finance
Agency awarded the City of Kinston a grant to provide interest-free deferred-forgiving loans to
Program-eligible homeowners to pay for certain rehabilitation costs. The original amount of
the grant was $190,000. On September 9, 2021, the City was approved for additional funding
to continue the program, increasing the award to $693,327. The City of Kinston has been
approved for additional funding to continue the program, with the last funding modification
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increasing the award by $73,067 for a total of $766,394. Per the request of the Planning
Department, she requested an amendment to the NCHFA 2019 Essential SFR Loan Pool Special
Revenue Fund.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Special Revenue Ordinance Amendment NCHFA 2019 Essential
Single-Family Rehabilitation (C2120) was approved.

6. Consider Approval of the Ordinance for FY2022 Operating Budget Amendment - Donna
Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director referred to the detailed Operating Budget Amendment
distributed in the agenda packet. The amendments are for the General Fund, the Capital Reserve
Water Resources Fund, and the Capital Reserve Electric Fund.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Ordinance for FY2022 Operating Budget Amendment was
approved.
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7. Consider Approval of a Special Revenue Ordinance for 2021 Edward Byrne JAG Grant
(P9144) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director shared that the City of Kinston in collaboration with the
County was awarded $24,027 for the purchase of equipment and technology that would
improve the safety and security of its law enforcement officers and citizens. The ordinance
will establish the Special Revenue Fund for the 2021 Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Grant for
$24,027.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Special Revenue Ordinance for 2021 Edward Byrne JAG Grant
(P9144) was approved.
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8. Consider Approving $50,000 of ARP Funds to Purchase a New Walk-in Freezer and
Masonry Work for Grainger Stadium ------------------------------------------------ Corey Povar
(THIS ITEM WAS INADVERTENTLY OMITTED FROM THE AGENDA)
Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director presented the request about the City of Kinston’s
agreement with Rangers Kinston, LLC (Wood Ducks) requires that the City of Kinston
provides the tenant (Wood Ducks) with a facility that is equipped and ready to operate during
their baseball season. Mr. Povar shared that two main concession stands operate during the
season and there is a need for adequate freezer storage and functionality. The freezer located
underneath the grandstands is in disrepair and replacement is being recommended. The Parks
and Recreation Department and the Wood Ducks recommend replacement of the broken
freezer and placing a new freezer along the first baseline at the concession stand and also
building a brick wall around the freezer to maintain aesthetic continuity. The Parks and
Recreation Department is requesting approval to allocate $50,000 of ARP funds to complete
the project. Mr. Povar noted that the freezer is used for the Freedom Classic and various other
events.
Councilmember Swinson stated there was only one bid and wondered if we got three bids or
was there a State contract that we could get. Mr. Povar stated there were currently two bids
and they are working on a third one. He stated that the $50,000 request included renting a
freezer in the meantime because the layover time for any of the bids is about 5 months. Mr.
Povar shared that this would not cause them to lose any seating or walkability.
Councilmember Solomon had concerns about not being able to act on this request until three
bids were received. Mr. Povar stated they were looking for approval to allocate the funds
because of the time sensitivity. They wanted to move forward with the third bid and purchase
the most cost-effective freezer. Ms. Barwick shared that through the purchasing rules $50,000
was within the City Manager’s approval. Mr. Povar could contact three vendors and one
chooses not to bid and that would count as the third bid and considered a no-bid. Ms. Barwick
shared that the threshold for the City Council is $90,000 and above.
Councilmember Suggs asked about the timeline for the temporary refrigeration. Mr. Povar
said he hoped for three months of a rental unit with a maximum of four months. The cost for
renting that size freezer is approximately $2,000 per month.
Councilmember Solomon thanked the Wood Ducks representatives for their work with the
Council on Aging for the Senior Day of activities.
Councilmember Suggs asked what the remainder of the ARP Funds would be if this is
approved. Ms. Goodson stated the total allotment was a little over $6 mil. We got $3.5 mil at
the end of last year and will be getting another $3.5 mil this year. The new ruling is a safe
harbor rule for lost revenue for up to $10 mil. Every bit of ours can be used towards General
Fund, and other funds such as Recreation Funds, and some roads. She stated they are
compiling a list of capital assets that we would use General Funds for and would be presenting
that to the Council in the next couple of months. Ms. Barwick reminded the Council that a
consensus was reached to use $2 mil for the sewer along Vernon Avenue. Mayor Hardy shared
that he would like to also look at what can be done for the employees as well.
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Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
roll call vote (Councilmembers Swinson, Solomon, Aiken, Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Hardy
– Yes) of [5-0], the $50,000 of ARP Funds to Purchase a New Walk-in Freezer and Masonry
Work for Grainger Stadium to include rental of equipment was approved.
9. Naming of Road Extension from Doctors Drive to Airport Road --------------- Steve Miller
(THIS ITEM WAS VOTED ON UNDER INFORMATION AND UPDATES)
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director stated this was discussed in January about the
road just completed near Airport Road where the extension takes a right turn and looks like an
intersection. He shared that there was a consensus supporting the name Nurses Lane. Mr.
Miller stated that if everyone agreed with that, the next step would be to take it to the County
for review. The County has stated that the names Nurses Lane and Medical Way are available
and not a conflict under their requirements. With a consensus the name would be submitted to
the County officially, they would complete their analysis, and then a Public Hearing would be
held to accept the name and accept the street into the City system under that name.
Councilmember Solomon made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the road extension from Doctors Drive to Airport Road was
recommended to be named Nurses Lane.
INFORMATION AND UPDATES
1. Consider Streets to be Included in the 2022 Road Improvement Projects ---- Steve Miller
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director shared that in the agenda packet was a
preliminary list to be considered for the 2022 Road Improvement Project. The budget includes
$200,000 allocated for street resurfacing and $50,000 allocated for the reconstruction of the
next section of Hardee Road. Additional funds may be available for this from last year’s
contract that came in under budget and can be added to the allocated amount for this year. Mr.
Miller shared that this year may be a challenge when looking at price increases since the cost
is going up. Mayor Hardy questioned the amount of the Powell Bill increase and Mr. Miller
stated he would be looking at that. Ms. Barwick asked Mr. Miller to explain how the streets
were selected by using the street condition survey. He stated that this year’s streets are rated
from the 2017 priority rank and the survey is done every five years. The streets with the lowest
numbers are the worse and placed at the highest priority. Upon the completion of this road
improvement project, the staff will be re-evaluating all City streets and have a new condition
list out this fall.
Councilmember Suggs asked for clarity on the streets listed that could be resurfaced if
additional funds were available. Mr. Suggs stated he would like to see a geographical
representation of streets below Vernon Avenue (Mitchelltown, downtown) and in east Kinston
considered if there are additional funds.
Mayor Hardy asked the approximate cost to resurface Heritage Street. Mr. Miller said the
asphalt cost is $1.2 mil to go from King Street to Vernon Avenue. He added that that did not
include sidewalk, curb, and gutter improvements or any utility work.
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2. Naming of Road Extension from Doctors Drive to Airport Road --------------- Steve Miller
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO THE ACTION AGENDA AS ITEM # 9)
3. MSD Landmark Program and 2021 Survey Updates ----------------------------- Sarah Arney
Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner provided an update on the MSD 2021 Survey
Results, the MSD Downtown mapping tool for economic development, and a review of the
Landmark Program. Ms. Arney was joined by Marcia Perritt, Community Development
Planner who shared information regarding the Landmark Program.
Ms. Arney stated the MSD was established in 1984 and is a 27-block area that identifies the
downtown district. This is a taxing district at a rate of $0.27/$100 worth of property value.
The MSD has increased in revenue from $56,000 (FY 2016-2017) to $73,00 plus (FY2021).
The City is contracting with Downtown Kinston Revitalization (formerly Pride of Kinston) to
distribute the generated revenues according to the MSD guidelines. She briefly shared the
interactive MSD Dashboard that incorporates a visual survey of the MSD, information
collected in the survey, as well as information available in the Lenoir County Tax Office to
help answer various questions.
Ms. Arney discussed the Landmark Program which was started in 2017. It is a local
designation conferred by the City Council with the recommendation of the Historic District
Commission. There is a 50% property tax benefit deferment as long as the exterior of the
property is maintained according to historic standards. The application process is similar to an
individual listing on the National Register, and she reviewed the criteria to apply. In the current
program, there have not been any designations as of yet. The program is limited to the
Downtown MSD and the process was explained.
Councilmember Suggs thanked both Ms. Arney and Ms. Perritt for their work on the MSD
District Survey and emphasized that the Council and Downtown Kinston Revitalization should
pay attention to the feedback that emphasized economic development. He stated that currently
there was not that much focus on the MSD funds with economic development and he felt that
it was a huge priority for the citizens and the Council.
4. Holloway/Fairfield StarMed Testing and Vaccination Sites --------------------- Sarah Arney
Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner shared that Holloway vaccination events are
ongoing Monday-Friday from 10 am-5 pm. She shared that a Vaccination Coordinator position
is being added to the efforts being made to increase the diversity in the number of events we
can provide. Ms. Arney provided statistics from StarMed from December 20th through
January 29th 2,600 have been tested at Holloway with 30% testing positive. At Fairfield 516
were tested and 45% tested positive. There have been 108 people vaccinated, 12 scheduled to
receive the second dose, 63 have had booster shots, and 14 pediatric (ages 5-11) vaccinations.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked if the statistics were rapid tests. Ms. Arney stated they were both
rapid and PCR tests and noted that the total number of tests would be closer to 6,000.
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5. Adopt-a-Lot for the Creation of a Memorial Garden for Ms. Shirley Herring as part of a
Gateway Project at North and Mitchell ------------------------------------------------ Leon Steele
Leon Steele, Downtown Kinston Revitalization Director shared that this is a project he has worked on
for 3.5 years. He shared that this will be part of the connectivity, community economic development,
placemaking pathways, along with other things. This City has removed the trees, and the lot needs to
be acquired. He requested to adopt the lot and noted that the tax value is $2,100. The lot would be
used for the Shirley Herring Memorial Garden. Mr. Steele encouraged anyone willing to contribute to
the project to contact him or Ms. Frances Theodoarkis at First Citizens Bank. Councilmember Aiken
shared that he worked with Doctor and Ms. Herring on the Beautification Committee and stated that
from Highway 70 to Vernon Avenue and throughout the city she made sure her hands were in the soil.
Councilmember Suggs added that the Kinston Teens Adopt-A-Lot Program is no longer in existence.
He asked if it would be best to initiate an MOU between the City and Downtown Kinston Revitalization
to explain what the maintenance would be for this lot or if they were asking to have the lot gifted to the
organization. Mr. Steele said as the plans develop he would be coming before the Council with them.

6. NC Retirement Systems Division Letter ----------------------------------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director stated this is the required notification to Council for any employee
that has a potential for pension spiking where their income is set to have an average compensation of
$100,000 or higher. This is the notification that we have received the listing for the last month. If the
employee does retire with a higher salary than what they normally did, the City may be required to
submit an additional amount to the Retirement Systems as a lump sum payment after the employee
retires. This is not normally budgeted for. Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked what fund was used for that.
Ms. Goodson said it is looked at from where the employee was employed and would budget it through
some of the HR budgets for retirees. Ms. Barwick added that this is a Water/Sewer employee.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
There was no City Manager’s report.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
There was no City Attorney’s Report.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
Councilmember Aiken recognized the City Clerk’s birthday and extended congratulations to all
the Lenoir County students that made the Principal’s List and Honor Roll.
Councilmember Suggs referenced a thought based on tonight’s meeting. He stated that the City
Council meetings are extremely important to the community, but in his years of attending and now
participating in the meetings, he realizes that they are also extremely long. As a Councilmember,
he stated he would like everyone to give as much careful thought, consideration, and energy to all
the presentations, information, and business to be conducted. Considering those restraints of time
and resources, he would like to propose working meetings before Council meetings or some other
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informal discussions--presentations that do not constitute a public meeting or quorum needed.
Some of the presentations may be better fitted for the Citizen Advisory Commissions and boards.
Councilmember Solomon stated that everyone agreed with Mr. Suggs and said that there was a
conversation after the last meeting about the length of the meetings. Ms. Solomon commended
the work that the City Manager has begun of going over a pre-run of the presentations from the
Department Heads. Ms. Solomon stated she has charged the Manager to continue to help
streamline within the Departments and the Council making sure that they come to meetings
prepared and helping to ensure the community will want to come back.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy shared that it is Suicide Prevention Month and African American Heritage
Month. He charged everyone to help small businesses in the community and pay attention to small
businesses and work hard to help. Mr. Hardy acknowledged that we are constrained on money,
but we needed to look at some of the grant programs for smaller businesses. He added that suicide
is happening all around us every day and a lot of things that are important to us we do not realize
because we are caught up in the business portion of what is done for the community.
Councilmember Solomon thanked the Kinston Police Department for the speedy arrest of the
young man responsible for the shooting of three of our most precious gifts of this community that
lead to the fatal death of a fourteen-year-old. A viewing and visitation with the family will be held
on Thursday. On Friday, the Homegoing Services will be at 2:00 pm at River of Life. Ms.
Solomon stated the reason the arrest was made so quickly is that the community opened their
mouths. She also thanked Kinston Police Department for not letting up and not forgetting that
there was an alleged murderer for Kaneesha Robinson. She said law enforcement could only do
as much as we help them to do. Ms. Solomon told everyone that if they see something, say
something. She spoke about Suicide Prevention Month and stated that it is difficult to challenge
the children for their behaviors, when we, as adults model wrong behaviors.
Ms. Solomon reflected on the past election and noted that we have to do better. She noted that we
have no idea what people are dealing with. Conflict resolution is one way to Until you go through
something unimaginable, you have no idea what it does to the individual, to those that love them,
those that are connected to them, to the organizations that they are a part of, and to a community
at large. Please do not think it lightly.
Mayor Hardy thanked everyone for coming out and thanked Kinston Police Department and
Kinston Fire and Rescue for the work they have done.
Mayor Hardy shared for Black History Month the following, “I have decided to stick with
love…Hate is too great a burden to bear.”– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Kinston Council Meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Thompson, City Clerk
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