Kinston City Council

MINUTES
July19, 2022

Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Tuesday, July 19, 2022
Work Session at 5:30 pm · Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm

Mayor Don Hardy called the City Council Work Session to order at 5:33 pm.
Adoption of the Agenda
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda the Motion to add or deletion an item
will be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
City Attorney, James Cauley, recommended a closed session for a personnel issue at the end of
the work session.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of (4-0), with the addition for a close section for personnel matters.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Kinston Housing Authority (KHA) Update----------------------------------------------Rhonda
Abbott
Rhonda Abbott, Executive Director of Kinston Housing Authority shared that in July 2021, they
received approval to demolish 80 out of the 224 units at Simon Bright Apartments. KHA is in the
process of reviewing bids for the demolition and possibly be able to award a contract by the end
of August. Demolition of the 80 units will begin in the fall of 2022 and should be completed by
the first of 2023. After the demolition is complete, KHA will follow up with a contract for site
improvements at Simon Bright that will include two way driveways for better access apartments
by tenants and emergency vehicles, additional parking, landscaping and playground equipment.
This is a similar concept to the work that was done in 2014 at Carver Courts after completing a
partial demolition.
KHA is in the process of preparing specifications and getting quotes for playground equipment at
Jack Roundtree and Mitchell Wooten. The playground equipment should be in by the end of
2022. KHA is also looking at adding some playground equipment at Richard Green in 2023 and
also adding an activity set in Carver Court in 2023.The contract for re-roofing at Simon Bright
and Jack Roundtree should be awarded in the next couple of months.
Councilmember Aiken asked Ms. Abbott to respond to previous comments made, which Ms.
Abbott stated that a lot of what was written was inaccurate:
Kinston is not in the top five for the number of public housing units in NC. Minimum rent at
KHA is $50.00. Rent is based upon your income. Twenty-five percent of the residents pay
minimum rent. The amount that is paid by public housing residents ranges from $50 to $907 a
month; the average monthly rent is $225.00. KHA has no plans to sell property or vacant land,
nor plans to demolish anything other than the 80 units that are being demolished this year.
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Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked about the tenants that are being relocated. Ms. Abbott said that
everyone have been relocated; some to other public housing units.
Councilmember Aiken shared that in the near future the City may pave Bright Street.
Councilmember Suggs ask that the City Manager invite Ms. Abbott to one of the upcoming
meetings to share the updates. He said that the information is extremely helpful to Council in
their decision making process and also to the community to be able to know what is happening in
our local housing agencies.
Mayor Hardy acknowledged Commissioners, Curtis Henderson & Anthony McClain, HUD
Lenoir County for their presence.
2. Discussion Residential Development Proposals and Conditions ---------------------Steve
Miller
Steve Miller, Interim Public Services Director share that since 2000 there has been three
residential developments with individual homes in Kinston. In 2000 The City took on the
construction of Upland Parks, primarily with the intent to providing alternate housing for people
who were displaced by the hurricane back in the 90’s. That subdivision has 88 lots; today only
65 are occupied which is about 74% of the lots.
Windsor Farm This development is out of the city limits. The City provided electric and sewer
service. They had 81 lots proposed in their development, today 13 are built. The City got
involved with a sewer agreement to cover costs, today the developer is still paying the
maintenance fee.
Butterfield Development Proposed to be a private gated community. The original plans were to
have 69 lots, today 3 are built. The City had an agreement with the developer to cover the cost
for sewer extension and electric. The developer had to pay part of the cost back because they
failed to meet the development cost. The new developer is interested in making the subdivision
public and no longer a private gated community. The developer request to the city is that the city
accepts the streets for city maintenance. The biggest concern as stated by Steve Miller is that the
roads have been in place for 15 years with very little traffic and there could be damage to the
existing road.
Steve shared that there are risks with residential developers, especially if the developers are
going to rely on property being purchased by individual homeowners and then constructed. He
stated that the City needs to be conscious of that especially if the developer is asking the City to
get involve in the cost. If the City does take the steps of getting involve, Mr. Miller said that we
need to have some type of coverage to make sure we are protected from the risk in case things
does not work out the way they are intended. Typically, what the City is required to do if the
properties are inside the City is to make sure the utilities are available at the property. We are
required by statute to provide equal service to all of our citizens.
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Ellis Development (outside the city limits). The request to provide sewer was approved. The
City is currently working through a sewer agreement with the developer to cover maintenance
cost in case the development doesn’t work out. The development consists of 310 lots. Based on
average sewer bills, if all lots are built, it could result in as much as $300,000 a year in revenue.
Wyncroft Village Development (Outside City limits) – The plans shows 119 lots. Steve Miller
said that he has not seen any specific information on home sizes, or values. There are questions
as to providing water service and making sure they can meet the pressure and flow requirements
and how to achieve sewer service for the development. Until sufficient homes are built, the City
will have to maintain it until there is enough revenue to cover the cost.
Briarpatch Subdivision Is partially developed. The new developer intends to go ahead and
build the duplexes. They are asking the city to accept the streets to be part of the city system,
Briarpatch subdivision is within the city and it’s been the intention to take over the streets, but
the street construction today does not meet City standards. The developer is willing to
reconstruct the roads at their cost, the only section they are asking the City to contribute to is the
section of road between the duplexes they are building and the current city streets.
Steve Miller, Interim Public Services Director shared that if the city is going to participate in the
upfront cost in any of these developments, that we certainly have to make sure we have the funds
to cover, whether, it’s general funds or utilities fund. Also as done with previous developers,
Steve stated that some type of agreement be in place to cover the risk if the City gets involve.
Mayor Pro-Tem Hardy asked Steve if he had done any research on these developers and if the
developments are joint ventures, i.e. City and County. Steve stated that he has not done any
specific research on projects that any of these developers have done. These developments are
City tax revenue only.
Councilmember Aiken asked Steve Miller about the status of the development on the property
near Kinston High School and also other than infrastructure, water and sewer what other types of
incentives can we offer as ways to market Kinston. As stated by Steve Miller, the developer is
working through the plans on the property. They do not have full approval for their permits. On
ways to market Kinston, Steve Miller said that this question is one that would be best asked to
the developers.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked Steve Miller are the developers looking at a certain price range and
whether the housings are affordable. Steve said that some developers have shared what they
expect their home values to be.
City Attorney Jim Cauley shared that the City wants to see residential developments, but
typically you do not see incentives in residential contexts; incentives are generally thought of in
commercial and industrial contexts because there are a number of studies that show residential is
much more expensive to maintain and to serve than commercial and industrial properties.
Councilmember Suggs asked Steve Miller for clarification on the four developers mentioned in
regard to a development agreement. Steve said that the City is working through an agreement
with Ellis Development, they were approved by Council to receive city service. City Manager,
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Rhonda Barwick, said that the city will work towards development agreements with the other
three.
3. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Accept a grant of $1,208,590 from the NC Dept of
Emergency Management for Adkin Branch Flood Mitigation Phase II Engineering
Services -- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Steve Miller
Mr. Miller said that the City is very fortunate to get this grant. This is primarily for the areas
from Carey Road, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd and down through Morningside Drive,
Herritage Street and Queen road crossings. Steve Miller is asking Council to adopt the
resolution in order to be able to accept the grant. Grant Funds for Phase 1 ($400,000) was
requested from the Golden Leaf Foundation. A decision is expected from Golden Leaf in
August, 2022. The difference between 1&2 is that Phase 1 is to take what the Environmental
Defense Fund did and narrow down the options and come up with a specific plan on what we
want to do; Phase 2 is to do the actual environmental studies and designs, to have constructions
plans ready to build.
4. Kinston ADA Transaction Plan Presentation ----------------------------------- Keegan Huynh
The majority of the municipal buildings owned by the City of Kinston are currently out of ADA
compliance. The city now has a municipal ADA Transportation Plan created by Keegan and
with the help of Steve Miller & Lea Mills. Steve Miller and Lea Mills will continue to monitor
the transaction plan and evaluate funding options. Keegan has reached out to the local ADA
association organization Disability Rights of NC, Disability Advocacy Resource Center in
Greenville and the Raleigh Disability Rights and invited them to provide input.
RECESS UNTIL 7:00 REGULAR MEETING
REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Don Hardy called the City Council Regular Meeting to order at 7:03pm.
Mayor Don Hardy led the prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Councilmembers’ Roll Call
Present:

Councilmembers Robert Swinson (via Zoom), Sammy Aiken, Chris
Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy.

Present Also:

Rhonda Barwick, Interim City Manager and City Attorney James Cauley

Absent:

Councilmember Felicia Solomon

CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City
Staff.
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Hinda Moore, 507 E Blount Street asked the City Council to look into having the grass cut
again at Bright & Davis she also mentioned that the building on Bright & Davis Street is not
being maintained by the owner. Ms. Moore stated that it’s getting dangerous at Richard Green
and they need help. She would like Council to talk about implementing a curfew.
MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on Tuesday, June 7,
2022, --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Debra Thompson
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote of [3-0], the minutes for June 7, 2022 were approved.
.
PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
Approve contract for the selected City Manager; Rhonda Barwick…………….Mayor &
Councilmembers
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hardy; and upon a roll call vote

(Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes) of (40), Rhonda Barwick was selected as the new City Manager for the City of Kinston.
The Mayor and Councilmembers are excited to have Mrs. Barwick as City Manager. Council had a pool
of 50 applicants from all across the country. With Mrs. Barwick’s years of experience, skills and her
passion for the City, the Council is looking forward to continuing to work with Mrs. Barwick.

1. Butterfield Subdivision Presentation ------------------------------------------------- Brooks Poole
Over the past several years, Poole Development has been approached by both the City & County
Economic Development Committees, inquiring about housing in the City of Kinston.
Mr. Poole introduced, Ashley Elk, Builder & Developer from Greenville who has built over 500
residential units and is currently under contract for the Butterfield subdivision. Mr. Elk presented
a PowerPoint presentation to the Council addressing the housing needs.
Mr. Elks shared that in 18 to 24 months he could have 67 infrastructures built. This would be
16.5M tax basis added to City of Kinston. The average cost of a single family, 4 bedroom home
is $250K. Elk Development is asking the City to install the public utilities and to accept the
existing streets. There are some existing potholes on the street that the developer will pay to fix
at their expense.
CONSENT AGENDA
All items listed below are considered to be routine, and will be enacted by a single vote.
There will be no separate discussion of these items, unless a Councilmember so requests,
in which case the item will be moved to the end of the Action Agenda.

1. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Accept a Grant of $1,208.590 from the NC Dept.
of Emergency Management for Adkin Branch Flood Mitigation Phase II Engineering
Services.
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Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
of [4-0], the Consent Agenda item was approved
ACTION AGENDA
1. Conduct Public Hearing on the Voluntary Annexation Request by KATACO Partners,
LLC to Annex a 50.16 acre Parcel Near Briery Run Road into the City LimitsAdam Short
The parcel is located to the south of Briary Run Road. As part of the request, the developer is
requesting access to city utilities and services, including water, sewer, police, fire, and sanitation
services.
John Thomas, engineer and surveyor on the project presented a presentation to Council. There
are several issues relating to the annexation, therefore action is delayed until further
conversations with Council and staff in trying to resolve some of the issues.
2. Consider Approval of a Special Permit for Summerfest 2022 ---------------- Jenee Spencer
August 13, 2022, - Pearson Park - beginning at 3:00pm. Live band at the Park at 7:00pm and
ending at 10:00pm. Hosted by Downtown Kinston Revitalization.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
of [4-0] the minutes were approved
3. Consider Approval of a Special Permit for St. Mary’s Ninth Annual Neighborhood
Block Party -------------------------------------------------------------------------------Chief Spencer
August 3, 2022 - (6pm-8pm) – 800 Rountree Street. Street closure Rountree between Bond and
Rhem. Total number of expected participants 400.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a roll
call vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy –
Yes) of [4-0] the special event permit was approved.
4. Consider Approval of a Special Permit for Mother Earth Brewing Ironclad Half
Marathon and 5k ------------------------------------------------------------------------Chief Spencer
October 15, 2022. Starts and finishes at Grainger Baseball Stadium. Organized by Ironclad
Races, Inc/Amy Albritton.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
of [4-0] the special event permit was approved.
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Council Member Aiken asked Chief Spencer to speak on National Night Out.
Chief Spencer shared that the date is August 2, 2022 at Grainger Stadium. It is a national event
that is held every year. There will be food giveaways, educational resources; different
organizations will have tents setup.
Chief Spencer shared with the Council that on July 30th, Pastor Wade is organizing a Prayer
March which will be focusing on gun violence, poverty, gang violence, literacy, etc.
The march will be from Old Snow Hill Road, Highland and down JP Harrison Blvd and travel to
St. Peter’s Church. This event did not require a special event permit.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
There was no City Manager’s Report.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
The City Attorney had no report.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
Councilmember Suggs encourages everyone to take precaution and be vigilant on what is going
on around you in particular to public safety. Also that a plan needs to be in place on how we can
prevent crime and violence in the City of Kinston; it takes the community and Council to work
together. He also encourages everyone to be extra cautious as you navigate your day to day
activities and take COVID seriously, it is still here.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy shared thanks to staff for all they do; congratulations to Mrs. Barwick.
Be cautious when attending events that are going on in the City. He shared that anytime the
community need the Councilmembers, to please let them know; it is important that Council takes
care of those who takes care of them.
Councilmember Aiken shared the concerns he received from a couple of people in referenced to
being out of their homes for several months and sometimes as long as year while their homes are
being rebuilt (NC Rebuild)due to hurricane Matthew & Florence. Councilmember Aiken will be
getting with the Mayor and Mr. Wright from Goldsboro to try to see what help can be offered.
Mayor Hardy shared that if anyone who is having their homes rebuilt (NC Rebuild); 2016 to
present, please reach out to him or you can visit the website.
CLOSED SESSION
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
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of [4-0], the Council entered into a closed session for North Carolina General Statute 143-318.11
(a) (6) - Economic Development.
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
of [4-0], the Council returned to open session at 10:03 pm.
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a roll call
vote (Robert Swinson, Sammy Aiken, Chris Suggs, and Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Hardy – Yes)
of [4-0] the Council meeting for July 19, 2022, adjourned at 10:03 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Althea Simmons, Administrative Manager
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