Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Monday, August 5, 2019
5:30 pm
Handicapped parking and access ramp are available for the Independence Street entrance.

REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Councilmember Aiken asked for a moment of silence for the shooting victims in Texas and Ohio
and gave the prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon, Councilmembers Kristal Suggs, Sammy Aiken and
Joseph Tyson.
Also, present: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.
Absent: Mayor Don Hardy and Councilmember Robert Swinson.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, a motion to add or delete an item will
be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
Councilmember Joseph Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the agenda was adopted.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff.

Mr. Brent Hill of Scout Troop 424 was recognized by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and asked for
remarks regarding his visit. Mr. Hill thanked Ms. Solomon and the Council for recognizing him
and stated he was visiting to complete the communications requirements of his pursuit to
attaining Eagle Scout. Ms. Solomon thanked Mr. Hill for his service to the community.
PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
1. Rural Inter-Profession Health Initiative------------------------------- Anna Kinsey and Kewana Smith
Anna Kinsey, Dir. of Community Development and Patient Support Programs at Kinston
Community Health Center addressed Council with information on hosting a Remote Area
Medicine Clinic. This is a community health initiative to serve the uninsured and
underinsured citizens in Lenoir County by providing medical, dental and optometry needs.
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Kewana Smith, Program Coordinator-RIPHI at UNC School of Medicine, Office of Rural
Initiatives shared information regarding the RAM Clinic. Lenoir County has been identified
as a Tier 1 County and UNC School of Medicine is looking to reach the Eastern part of the
state. This will be a free two-day event and hopes to partner with Kinston/Lenoir County.
The average number served is from 400-700 individuals over a two-day period. The services
are full medical, full dental (cleanings to extractions) and full optometry (exam to glasses
that day).
Ms. Kinsey related that the intent was to host the event at the Fairgrounds but did not fit the
needs and LCC will be approached to hold the event. She stated they were here to make sure
the City was on board and the event was planned for May or June of 2020. Ms. Smith said
there would be no cost to the City as she has secured the budget through the Office of Rural
Initiatives. She stated they would only need volunteers.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon extended the Council’s blessings, expressions of gratitude, thanked
Ms. Kinsey and Ms. Smith in advance and stated we are looking forward to May or June of
2020.
Councilmember Aiken asked Ms. Kinsey if there was an event scheduled for Thursday. Ms.
Kinston shared that this was National Health Center Week and there were events at the
Center all week. Thursday, the 8th has been designated as Delegates day and .extended an
invitation to the Council to come by and visit the Center. She stated that a Behavior Center
has been added and they would be glad to have them come in and look around.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon inquired if within the grant any funding for transportation was
appropriated. Ms. Smith stated there was not due to liability issues. Ms. Kinsey said Kinston
Community Health Center transports patients regularly and will coordinate with Ms. Smith
and the RAM Initiative to make sure everyone needing transportation is served.
Tony Sears, City Manager stated if there was anything the City could do, please feel free to
reach out to us or Ms. Perritt and we would be glad to help coordinate that effort.
Councilmember Aiken shared that the churches have vehicles and we have enough time to
get them involved. Ms. Smith stated she planned to use community resources for volunteers.
Ms. Kinsey stated the local providers will be invited to join the event and Ms. Smith added
she will be asking ECU for providers as well.
2. National Night Out Proclamation---------------------------------------------------------------Tony Sears
(This item was added to the agenda)
Mr. Sears, City Manager explained that for the past several years the City of Kinston has
been a participant in National Night Out through a joint effort by the police and fire
departments. He shared it started out as a small gathering and was moved to several
locations to increase participation.
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In recognition of National Night Out Mr. Sears read the proclamation.
Alonzo Jaynes shared that the event will be at Pearson Park on August 6th at 5:30–8:30 pm
and will include a bouncy house, vendors, a dunk tank and free food.
INFORMATION AND UPDATES
1. Parks & Recreation Trust Fund Grant Information for Emma Webb Park--------------- Corey Povar
Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director shared that the staff met for the first time today
to assemble a team to analyze the PARTF Grant package. They looked at last year’s packet,
met with the Recreation Resource Services representative for this area who will assist over
the next year in writing a competitive grant application to hopefully renovate Emma Webb
Park.
Councilman Aiken asked if the grant would be awarded before next year’s budget. Mr.
Povar stated he felt that it would not, but felt prior to the budget we would know if we were a
strong contender
Mr. Sears added, people may want to know how they can participate and be part of the
process. He stated they are currently analyzing the application and once they have the final
criteria there will be community meetings giving the community and the Council an
opportunity to review what they think the vision could be and what could or could not be
afforded. Mr. Povar shared there are items in the application that call for community surveys
and meetings.
Councilmember Aiken stated that in talking to most in the community, they wanted to keep
the swimming pool. He referred to several quotes ($600,000-$1,000,000) previously
received for Emma Webb pool and Mr. Sears stated those quotes were determined by the
ultimate idea that included the pool and secondary issues.
Mr. Sears explained that unfortunately, we were notified that the additional $750,000 grant
recently spoken of by Adam Short could not be received in consecutive years. He feels that
possibly the PARTF grant can be a phase of the project and the $750,000 grant could follow
up and make a much better project.

2. Gazebo Donation from Kinston Noon Rotary Club at Tiffany West Park----------------Corey Povar
Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director was excited to announce that we were selected
as a recipient of a donation from the Kinston Noon Rotary Club. They would like to install a
gazebo at Tiffany West Park to replace the overlook (wooden deck) there that is in disrepair.
This comes with zero contributions required from the City. He has seen some renderings of
similar gazebos in other locations and feel this will be a beautiful addition to the park.
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Councilmember Tyson shared that he is on the committee. He stated this is the Rotary’s
100th anniversary and the gazebo is one of three projects to celebrate.
Councilmember Aiken stated that the staging area overlooking the river was flooded during
Hurricanes Matthew and Florence. Mr. Povar shared they had spoken with the installer
regarding erecting a retaining wall, building up the property and laying a fixed concrete slab.
He stated this is a prefabricated gazebo and will not rot over time, making it last much
longer.
Mr. Sears added that since this is joint property, they are working to ensure that all the proper
permits and other necessary items needed are done .
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon thanked Mr. Povar for being the bearer of such great news.
3. Declaration of Intent to Reimburse Expenditures FY20 Capital Outlay------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director stated this is an addendum to the declaration presented to the
Council at the June 17th meeting and is to reimburse expenditures for additional police vehicles
in the amount of $100,000.
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MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the Kinston City Council meeting held on Monday, July 15,
2019---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Debra Thompson
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the minutes were approved.
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ACTION AGENDA
1. Consider Adopting Ordinance for FY2020 Operating Budget Amendment--------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director presented the items for amendment to FY2020 Operating
Budget. The first item was for additional police vehicles in the amount of $100,000 not
reflected (crime lab vehicle and two patrol cars) and the revenue will be appropriated from
Debt Proceeds. The purchase order rollovers as of June 2019 that the City intends to honor is
a total of $6.8 million. These items are submitted by June 2019 and must be for items costing
at least $5,000. These items are for construction and service contracts that were not
completed in FY2019 and total $1.5 million.. Ms. Goodson requested approval for the
amendment.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Ordinance to Adopt FY2020 Operating Budget Amendment was
approved.
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2. Consider a Resolution Approving the City’s 2018 Local Water Supply Plan------------Steve Miller
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director shared that the City of Kinston maintains a
Local Water Supply Plan on the State’s website with the Division of Water Quality which is
required of all public water suppliers. There is an annual update completed online and if
criteria are met, we are notified and requested to adopt a resolution for the LWSP update that
was filed. The key to the program is projecting forward to make sure we have a viable water
supply for the future; each water system is asked to look out 50 years to make sure they will
be able to meet their water needs. Because of our water reductions in water use from wells in
2008 we have been able to create a water bank with the State with over 15 billion gallons of
water. This allows us to have a plan in case of an emergency within our permits.
Councilmember Tyson asked for clarity on the length of time the moratorium imposed on the
city will be in effect. Mr. Miller stated it is a statute and will remain until the General
Assembly makes the decision to not enforce it. Mr. Tyson felt that with the reserve we have
we should be relieved of the moratorium. Mr. Miller then discussed the causes for the
moratorium to be put in place.
Councilmember Tyson asked was our water still brackish (saltwater) and Mr. Miller replied
we do not presently have a problem and this does not normally affect water supplies this far
inland.
Councilmember Aiken asked if we can sell part of the water we have in reserve. Mr. Miller
stated it is an option but if sold or traded we would not get it back. He said as of 2018 no
system can bank any additional amounts of water. Mr. Sears related that we have been able
to put some wells back in service to assist with other issues and that water was at a lesser rate
than getting water from NRWASA.
Councilmember Tyson asked the number of wells we have and was told we have 17 wells
that can be used in service.
Mr. Miller requested Council to approve the resolution for the 2018 Local Water Supply
Plan.
Councilmember Tyson asked if the County has a water plan and Mr. Miller responded they
do not.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Resolution to Approve the 2018 Local Water Supply Plan was
approved.
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3. Consider Approval of Contract to Asplundh for Electric Division’s Annual Tree Trimming
Contract-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director informed Council that the Electric Fund Budget
has $175,000 appropriated for trimming trees around electric lines and in the event of a storm
if we need help for tree removal from a line. She shared this contract is usually for five years
(three years with two 1-year options) and the contract with Asplundh expired on June 30th
and the contract was put out for bids. There were two bids; Lanier and Asplundh (for hourly
quotes) and Ms. Barwick asked the Council to approve the contract for Asplundh.
Councilmember Aiken asked if the cable company has their own tree service. Ms. Barwick
stated they have their own service.
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Mayor Pro Tem Solomon asked for clarification on the bidding process (are other bidders
aware of the bids). Mr. Sears stated they are at the end of the process and shared that there is
a preconference (question and answer) session with all the bidders before bids are made. Ms.
Barwick noted that the large bids are advertised on the City’s website. Councilmember
Aiken asked if they were advertised in the newspaper and Ms. Barwick said we were not
required to give notice in the newspaper. She stated the Purchasing Agent did place it on the
website before and after the process was closed.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the contract for the Electric Division’s Annual Tree Trimming to be
awarded to Asplundh was approved.

4. Consider a Change Order in the Amount of $34,592 to Suez for Biosolids Dryer Project----- Steve
Miller
Steve Miller, Assistant Public Services Director stated in February the solution of supplying
gas was discussed. Piedmont Gas was selected as the supplier but would not have everything
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in place until the end of the year. At that time Blue Gas Marine was decided upon as the
temporary gas supplier. The agreement was signed in March and site work began in May.
Meantime, Suez (dryer installer) came in April and ran out of work in June. Temporary gas
was not available until July 15th. Suez had to send their crews away and remobilize later
which resulted in the change order amount. Suez will return on September 3rd and will be
commissioned within two to three weeks around the end of September running on the
temporary gas.
Councilmember Tyson asked the meaning of “ran out activities”. Mr. Miller stated they had
completed all they could do without the gas supply. Mr. Tyson asked if the City was at fault
and Mr. Sears stated we are currently trying to get the project finalized and running. At the
end of the project, there is a clause for dispute, and we anticipate going to mediation with
Suez afterwards
Councilmember Tyson said we have been working on this for seven years. Mr. Sears shared
that it was not for the Biosolids Dryer. Part of the reason this is taking as long is this is the
first one that Suez has built.
Councilmember Aiken asked if any contingency funds were built into the contract. Mr. Sears
stated there was contingency, but it has since been used. Mr. Miller stated there was
contingency but not for the contract, it was for the project budget. He stated in the memo
attached, monies were to be appropriated from the Sewer Fund to cover these activities.
However, the activities are eligible to be added to the loan so that no funds will have to be
appropriation from the Sewer Fund. Mr. Tyson asked the loan total and Mr. Miller stated
approximately $2.6 million.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon questioned if there was a possibility for reimbursement after the
mediation is concluded. Mr. Sears shared that this will be a matter that Mr. Cauley would
assist with and he did not wish to say too much. He did state that both parties are committed
to completing the project.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Change Order in the amount of $34,592 to Suez for the Biosolids
Project was approved.
5. Consider Resolution for Annual Settlement of Property Taxes Collected FY 2018-2019---- Donna
Goodson
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Donna Goodson, Finance Director shared that for FY2018-2019 we deposited $8.3 million,
with a collection percentage of 97.17% with a .65% increase in collections from the prior
year. Ms. Goodson asked Council for approval of the resolution.
Councilmember Aiken asked Ms. Goodson to share the amount of taxes received from public
housing in the city. Ms. Goodson related the amount was $7,500 of Payment in Lieu of
Taxes.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon Roll Call
Councilmembers Aiken-Yes, Tyson-Yes, Suggs-Yes and Mayor Pro Tem Solomon-Yes, the vote
was [4-0], and the Resolution for Annual Settlement of Property Taxes Collected FY2018-2019
was approved.
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6. Consider Resolution Authorizing Installment Financing Contract with SunTrust-- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director shared that Davenport & Company on behalf of the City
of Kinston has submitted RFP’s to finance the purchase of vehicles and equipment and a new
fire truck and any associated costs. These were distributed to over 50 regional and local
lending institutions with 12 responses. Staff is recommending accepting SunTrust who has
the lowest combined interest and loan payment structure of the equipment (5-year
amortization) and the fire truck (15-year amortization). Mr. Sears directed any questions or
concerns from Council to Ted Cole with Davenport & Associates who was in attendance
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Resolution Authorizing Installment Financing Contract with SunTrust
was approved.
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7. Approve Special Event Permit for Happy & Healthy Community Day---------------- Alonzo Jaynes
Alonzo Jaynes, Police Chief shared the date for the event is September 21st from 10: am1:00 pm. East Street between North and Blount Streets will be closed. They will have
vendors, offer free blood pressure checks, classes on healthy lifestyles, food and a dunk tank.
James Cauley, City Attorney stated signatures were needed on the Hold Harmless Agreement
to complete the request.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Special Event Permit for Happy & Healthy Community Day was
approved pending required signature on the Hold Harmless Agreement.
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8. Approve Special Event Permit for 5K Color Run and Walk-----------------------------Alonzo Jaynes
Alonzo Jaynes, Police Chief shared the date for the event is August 10th from 8:00-10:30 am.
The event will begin at 324 N. Queen Street. He noted Heritage Street will be closed from
Peyton Avenue to Caswell Street.
James Cauley, City Attorney stated the Hold Harmless Agreement was needed to complete
the request.
Councilmember Aiken asked if the businesses along the route had been notified and Chief
Jaynes stated the businesses nearby were notified.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Special Event Permit for 5K Color Run and Walk was approved
pending the Hold Harmless Agreement completion and submission.
9. Approve Special Event Permit for WHS Alumni & Friends Longhorns Parade------ Alonzo Jaynes
Alonzo Jaynes, Police Chief gave the event date as August 30th from 5:00-7:00 pm. The
parade will start at McLewean and Washington Streets and end at the courthouse with two
officers working the event.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Special Event Permit for WHS Alumni & Friends Longhorns Parade
was approved.
10. Approve Special Event Permit for St. Mary’s 8th Annual Block Party----------------Alonzo Jaynes
Alonzo Jaynes, Police Chief shared the event will be on August 7th from 6:00-8:00 pm. in the
800 block of Rountree Street. There will be a pig picking, bounce house, live band and
games. Neighbors have been notified of the event.
James Cauley, City Attorney stated an updated insurance certificate was needed to complete the
request.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Special Event Permit for St. Mary’s 8th Annual Block Party was
approved pending the updated and submitted insurance certificate.
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11. Approve the Bid Process and Authorization to Advertise for Upset Bid------------Adam Short
(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED FROM THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT)
Mr. Short, Director of Planning & Inspections stated he received a bid from Mr. Robert
Ingram to purchase three City-owned lots on Herbert Drive (911, 913 and 915). He has
received $500 for each property for a total of $1,500.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Bid Process and Authorization to Advertise for Upset Bid was
approved.
APPOINTMENTS
Consider appointment of William Briley Taylor, II to the Historic District Commission-----Adam
Short
Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections stated the application was received and there
was a vacancy on the Commission. He shared that Mr. Taylor operated the funeral home at the
intersection of Atlantic and Mitchell Streets.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the appointment of William Briley Taylor, II to the Historic District
Commission was approved.
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Consider the Bid Process and Authorization to Advertise for Upset Bid------------ Adam Short
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO THE ACTION AGENDA AS ITEM 11)
2. - Mr. Short introduced Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner. Ms. Arney comes to
us from UNC through a program called Lead for North Carolina and has received rigorous
training from the School of Government. She started working in the past week and has hit
the ground running. She has some very good ideas and is currently working on projects. He
related there is s 2-year agreement for the Lead for NC program and is happy to get that
started.
Ms. Arney stated she is excited to be here and is looking forward to becoming a part of this
community and working here. Sarah shared that she was born and raised in Raleigh and Mr.
Sears related that Ms. Arney chose to come to Kinston with the Fellows program instead of
selecting other opportunities. Ms. Arney shared that she is looking into a citizens’ academy
that would both provide a citizen body that would be engaged and informed, but also
improve relationships between citizens and elected officials. She is a graduate of UNC
Chapel Hill and studied philosophy and public policy. Sarah noted that there was no
question of choice once she came here to see Kinston. Mr. Sears addressed other young
people, stating this is a lesson and once they visit here they will want to stay here.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
There was no City Attorney Report.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
1.

Councilmember Aiken shared that a resident in the 1500 block of Hwy. 258 North
related to him an accident that happened and watermelons were spilled onto the roadway.
She said she called the City and was told that D.O.T. maintained that road. He asked if
that area was part of the ETJ. Councilmember Tyson shared that the road belonged to
D.O.T. Mr. Short stated he uses that route frequently and the watermelons have started to
rot and were being disintegrated by traffic. Mr. Sears stated they will contact D.O.T. to
solve the issue.
Councilmember Tyson suggested that all residents learn if the street they live on or are
near is maintained by the City or State. Mr. Sears gave the number to Public Services,
252-939-3282 and Mr. Short’s number, 252-939-3282 to contact if there were questions
regarding if the streets were in the city and who provided the maintenance.

2.

Councilmember Aiken reminded everyone to attend National Night Out on tomorrow at
5:30 pm in Pearson Park.
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3. Mayor Pro Tem Solomon gave a special shout out and expressed gratitude to the
hundreds of Kinston High School Alumni that came to celebrate their high school
reunions over the weekend. The classes of 1984 and 1989 descended upon our City and
greatly enjoyed exploring different areas of the City, fellowshipping in the downtown
area, visiting Kinston High School and participated in a community service project in
collaboration with Kinston Teens.
Councilmember Suggs shared her excitement that the Class of 1984 at their 35th reunion
partnered with Kinston Teens to host a community beautification project. They held a
fundraiser on their class reunion website to help get funds and focused on beautifying
Kinston Teens’ most recently received lot at the corner of Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard and Washington Avenue. They planted azaleas and rose bushes and placed a
sign there. The goal is to investigate how to have an LED message board there to display
community events so that people on that main corridor will be aware of what is going on
in the community. She shared that she is very grateful to them and challenged other
classes to come back and support any youth-involved organization or non-profit
organization. She said, “Sow a Seed and come back to our communities and help the
young people out. They really need to be supported.”
4.

Councilmember Suggs gave a special thank you to Tyler and the utility department. She
stated that have gone above and beyond to assist her with her projects and hopes to come
back soon with a big announcement regarding the projects.

5. Mr. Sears, City Manager shared that former Director of Public Safety Bill Johnson
contacted him today. He asked Mr. Sears to tell Ms. Barwick to tell the guys of the water
crew how grateful he was for the effort they put in last night to make necessary repairs to
the street in his neighborhood.
6. Councilmember Aiken asked Ms. Solomon to expound on the S.T.E.M. meeting held in
Jack Roundtree. Ms. Solomon stated that in collaboration with the local library, Kinston
Housing Authority, different visionaries throughout the city, and Kenyari Fields-Boys to
Kings they created an opportunity for the children in the community and in the immediate
community of Jack Roundtree through S.T.E.M. This is a pilot S.T.E.M program that
will be housed in the recreational center of Jack Roundtree and will operate now,
Monday through Friday. Once the school year starts, it will operate Mondays and
Wednesdays beginning at 3:00 pm. Activities will consist of small group reading and the
opportunity to engage in hands-on activities with S.T.E.M. She asked everyone to visit
and encourage the children to take part of the opportunity of things literally at their back
door.
7.

Ms. Solomon again thanked Mr. Brent Hill and his mother for attending the meeting
tonight. She invited Mr. Hill to take pictures and informed him that he will receive a City
of Kinston pin as well.
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ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0] the Kinston City Council Meeting was adjourned at 6:48 pm.
Respectfully submitted by,

Debra Thompson, City
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