Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Monday, August 19, 2019
Work Session at 5:30 pm · Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm
Handicapped parking and access ramp are available for the Independence Street entrance.
Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:36 pm.
Adoption of the Agenda
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will
be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the agenda was adopted to include correction of misspelled word on page
one of the agenda.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.

Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development Transportation Discretionary
(BUILD) Grants Program------------------------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director introduced Ty Colwell and Seth Robinson with
Withers Ravenel Engineering and explained they will be making a presentation regarding the
BUILD Grant which was the TIGER Grant. Ms. B stated they will be talking about the
requirements and the time needed to prepare a good application that will be successful.
Seth Robinson explained these were Federal transportation projects but were innovative and
unique. He stated there was $900 million available for funding nationwide in the most recent
year, were multimodal and merit base, evenly split between rural and urban areas. Mr.
Robinson detailed the requirements for the grant and shared the in-depth information needed
in the project narrative, application, and project information. It is good to build upon projects
completed or are in progress and creating multi-jurisdictional projects. He related that
Kinston would be considered a rural area in this program (areas with 200,000 plus population
are considered urban) and the benefits for the rural designation was the ability to do smaller
projects and 100% funding of projects. Historically July is the date applications are due and
this provides nearly a year to put together the package. He shared that in a rural area the
minimum awards are $1 million with a maximum amount of $25 million and $90 million per
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state. Mr. Robinson related that there are planning grants available, but they were not
typically competitive and did not present as a good application. He shared that the company
has done over $500,000 in funding assistance across the state of North Carolina through
different types of programs. Mr. Robinson stated the key is to find the right project for
Kinston.
Councilmember Tyson referred to the Riverwalk, the African American Music Park, the
Mountains to Sea project, City transportation to Lenoir Community College and Morningside
Drive as several options that may be of interest for the grants. He asked if he was on track
with those selections. Mr. Sears explained that all the selections aside from the Mountains to
Sea project were possibly parts of other projects. He stated that transportation to LCC was
probably not a long enough route and that Morningside Drive was not a brown field; that was
a FEMA flood buyout. He shared that questions had arisen regarding the fact that Goldsboro
had received two grants, but the reason was because of the project’s crux, which was
transportation (the terminal and the plaza for the terminal). He then discussed the
competitiveness across the state and the people who were getting the grants. Mr. Sears
related that we do have an opportunity zone, but it is to the North out near the GTP; not in
the City center where we need help. With that, we would need something to be able to tie
into other projects downtown, Heritage Street and more streetscape. He explained that none
of the projects shown by Mr. Robinson were just straight streetscape. Mr. Sears shared the
journey with the Lawrence Heights project; every year we gained a point, but the point
system moved higher. We must put together a project that systematically makes something
work. He feels if we are seeking a BUILD project that maximizes points and gives the best
opportunity to get the grant; then that is great regardless of where it lies. If the goal is to redo
Herritage Street he thinks that is a lesser project with lesser points that may not be
competitive and asked if Council was willing to pay the dollar amount to put a project in to
find out. He noted the application was extensive and Ravenel Withers was one of the best
but at this point has submitted numerous applications and had not received one. This shows
the competitiveness of the process.
Councilmember Tyson started discussion regarding the Mountains to Sea Trail project and
the Riverwalk while partnering with the County. Mr. Sears stated that was a project that
would tie county line to county line (LaGrange to Kinston to Dover) and was a bigger project
that may help with Herritage Street. However, if the City applies for $10-$20 million and
does not get it; we are looking for a maximization that brings money to a solid project in
Lenoir County/Kinston, that the way to do it.
Councilmember Aiken inquired about the flooding that happens at Skinner’s Bypass during
hurricanes and questioned if any money could be used for flood prevention on highways.
Mr. Sears shared that the City could not apply for that because both roads were DOT roads.
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Councilmember Swinson asked how points were earned. Mr. Robinson shared that it is not
just points that get you funded. He stated it was also political support and not only merit
based. Mr. Sears shared that North Carolina has two of the most senior individuals (Burr and
Tillis) in the House and Senate when you start looking for political support.
Councilmember Aiken asked about passenger travel at the GTP and if money could be used
to update the airport tower. Mr. Robinson said a project that had a lot of focus on the GTP
could be used because it is a project with regional impact that would be a good project and
with good scoring.
Mr. Sears shared that the highest potential for funding would be to find a way to work with
the GTP. He feels that it has globalization, regionalization, opportunity zones and other
items.
Councilmember Aiken referenced international landing rights and stated the GTP may want
to look at that as an international hub. Mr. Robinson suggested the Council looking at
different things that could be tied into the areas of interest and shared that a $5-$10 million
project is probably the sweet spot of having enough impact to score well even though the
minimum for a rural project is $1 million. Mr. Sears stated before we need to have a plan in
place and be ready to go and shows that we are not creating a project just for the BUILD
Grant.
Councilmember Aiken asked would this include public hearings. Mr. Robinson said this is
an option for the process that could be laid out. Mr. Sears suggested that the project be
figured out and then get the public to participate in developing the execution.
Councilmember Swinson asked if Ravenel Withers had a hand in the Goldsboro Build Grant.
Mr. Robinson said no.
Mayor Hardy suggested asking Mr. Robinson and Mr. Colwell to come back as the Council
begins to talk about where they want to go. Mr. Sears suggested having two volunteer
Council members and the Mayor to form a focus group and schedule a time to sit down with
the representatives and have discussion. Councilmember Swinson volunteered and the
second volunteer will be secured later.
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CONSENT AGENDA

1. Consider Resolutions Rejecting Bids for Briary Run Phase V Sewer Rehabilitation Project
and to De-Obligate the CWSFR Loan------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director explained the bids received for Briary Run
Phase V. The proposed budget was put together in 2017 for $1.3 million. The bids were
returned and were more in the $2.5 million range for the lowest bidder. Ms. Barwick
referred to the State requiring unexpected changes during the permit application process
which resulted in increased prices in the bids. She shared that some of the changes were
all access roads (8,000 feet long) that were in the lowland had to be matted and rather
than lift some manholes that were less than 100 ft. above the flood area, all needed to be
raised which increased the project budget. Ms. Barwick asked the Council to reject the
bids rather than adjust the funds to meet that and de-obligate the funds. She feels they
may qualify for more principal forgiveness and would like to go back to the CWSFR to
ask rather than increase the loan to match the project or diminish the project.
Councilmember Tyson asked if the loan was not adjusted were we looking at $800K
difference in what we have and the lowest bid. He also asked if there was money in the
Water Fund. Ms. Barwick responded this is the Sewer Fund and it is tight.
Councilmember Tyson stated we have been working on this project for many years and
asked if Phase V was the last phase. Ms. Barwick stated it was and Phase I was completed
in June 2002. Mr. Tyson asked if we did not get the loan was there a way to cut the items
to be accomplished. She replied that all the work needed to be completed and was hopeful
with the loan forgiveness to be able to bridge the gap and get most of the project done.
Mr. Tyson asked if there was any way the project phase could be split. She said if this
submission doesn’t work then that will be done. However, rather do that now, they would
like another strike at principal forgiveness.
Ms. Barwick asked that when the Council votes on the bid rejection resolution they vote
on the de-obligation resolution as well.
2. Consider Adopting the Assistance and Procurement & Disbursement Policy--- Tony Sears
Mr. Sears, City Manager shared that this is part of the 2019 $190,000 award for the
Essential Family Single Family Rehab Loan Pool. He stated there would be no action
taken at this time and only wanted to inform the Council of moving forward with
notifying as many of our citizens as we can through a mailer inserted in utility bills. He
stated there is a September 2019 deadline and read some of the criteria for eligibility.
Mr. Sears directed anyone interested in more information or assistance completing the
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application to please call Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections or Sarah
Arney, Community Development Planner at 252-939-3269.
Councilmember Aiken shared that a citizen whose house is in the flood zone has inquired
if this money could be used to raise her house 6 feet off the ground. Mr. Sears indicated
and read from the packet that the property cannot be located in the 100-year flood plain.
He stated these were Federal Government (HUD) restrictions and not the City of Kinston.
He informed the Council that this would return to them before the September 30th
deadline. Consider a Resolution Authorizing Sale of Real Property----------- James Cauley
James Cauley, City Attorney stated this is a resolution authorizing the sale of four lots on
McCaskill and Herbert Drives in the Uplands Park Subdivision where the Council has
sold lots recently subject to the same upset bid process. The offer price was $900 per lot
for a total of $3,600, was advertised for upset bids and there were none. Mr. Cauley
stated it is now ready for approval by the Council.
INFORMATION AND UPDATES

1.

Information on the K-9 Assistance Program-------------------------------------Alonzo Jaynes
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED FROM THE REGULAR MEETING AGENDA)
Alonzo Jaynes, Police Chief shared that during the month of September the National
Association of Chiefs of Police will administer a fundraiser to support our K-9 Program
and they will match all funds earned. He stated we know how important the K-9
Program is when talking about non-lethal options, community outreach. This protects
our officers and at the end of the day, saves money and saves live. He thinks it is a great
opportunity for the City.

2. Information on the Highway 70 Bypass Meeting: Elected/Public Officials---- Tony Sears
Tony Sears, City Manager shared information regarding the D.O.T. plans for Hwy. 70
Bypass for Lenoir County. Mr. Sears stated that D.O.T. started with roughly 65 different
variations of the bypass for Lenoir County. Those have been narrowed to 12 different
alternatives/variations and are all south of Kinston. There are questions as to why not
north of Kinston and D.O.T stated, it would not work to solve the congestion issue
presently on Hwy. 70. Mr. Sears stated Councilmember Tyson had asked if the City had
endorsed or passed a resolution wanting the southern bypass. He stated he would research
minutes and resolutions and return to Council with the findings.
Councilmember Tyson informed he would attend tomorrow’s meeting and asked
Councilmember Swinson if, after he attended today’s meeting the southern bypass agreed
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upon years ago was still the one that should be advocated for as a Body at this time.
Councilmember Swinson stated he still thought that was the best viable route for us and
the businesses here in Kinston. Mayor Hardy asked if there was a resolution done and Mr.
Swinson stated he did not think there was a resolution passed, he thought it was just
consent. Mr. Swinson shared that the County was at today’s meeting and wanted to wait
until the public hearings were completed to assist with a decision to endorse the right route
for the community.
Mr. Sears shared an overhead presentation showing the locations of the proposed bypass
alternatives. He showed tie-in locations, mileage, and ease of returning to Kinston from
the shallow bypass.
Councilmember Aiken asked if there would be any flood prevention. Mr. Sears stated that
question was asked, and the highway would not be elevated, but the two recent flood
levels had been taken into consideration and gave D.O.T. an elevation level needed to
ensure the roadway would stay dry. Another question was regarding Hwy. 11 being
somewhat of a natural damn that compounds our problem. They are aware of that, but
until they can narrow the variations down more, would not be able to give the flooding
implications. Mr. Sears encouraged everyone to go to the meeting and ask questions,
share concerns and get information D.O.T. does have criteria and do not want to further
impact the flooding in eastern NC.
Councilmember Aiken asked if the main benefit of the bypass was to allow quicker access
to the beach. Mr. Sears said that was a common misconception, but it was a by-product of
what’s going to happen with the bypass. He stated that excluding Wilmington, there is not
an interstate highway east of Interstate 95 and that was one of the issues we have had at
the GTP; no interstate access. We are trying to get Hwy. 70 to meet criteria to be
interstate standard and receiving the shield is beneficial to Eastern NC and Kinston’s
economy.
Councilmember Tyson asked if there was any indication as to the County’s preference of
the areas. Mr. Swinson answered he thinks they favor the shallow route but are waiting
for D.O.T. to complete the public hearings and narrow the variations down then do a
resolution as well. Mr. Swinson stated the importance of having Interstate 42 was
discussed and there has been an increase in interest surrounding the GTP regarding the
possibility. Mayor Hardy said industries across the nation are looking at the GTP and
reiterated the possible increase in road projects for Eastern NC.
Mr. Sears related that anyone interested in more information or would like to have public
input can visit: www.publicinput.com/Kinston-Bypass and look for STIP Project
Number: R2553. He stated a public hearing is scheduled on August 20th at 7 pm at LCC
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in the gymnasium. Mr. Swinson added that D.O.T. representatives will be there from 2-7
pm to discuss concerns and answer questions but the public hearing is at 7 pm.
3.

Councilmember Tyson asked when the Fill the Boot Program with the Fire Department
was scheduled. Chief Damian Locklear said they are in the process of finalizing the event
and had not set the date.

Mayor Hardy called for a recess at 6:46 pm.

RECESS UNTIL 7:00 REGULAR MEETING

REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Councilmember Sammy Aiken led the prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Mayor Don Hardy, Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon and Councilmembers Sammy
Aiken, Joseph Tyson, Kristal Suggs and Robert Swinson, IV.
Also, present: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff.

Ms. Sandy Landis, 400 N. Queen Street spoke regarding her concerns with the proposed Verizon
Tower.
James Cauley, City Attorney informed Ms. Landis and any others wishing to speak regarding the
application for the proposed Verizon Tower, presented at the last meeting that a Public Hearing
is scheduled for September 16, 2019 and should return at that time to express their concerns.
Mr. Sears, City Manager stated that tonight a Public Hearing on the text amendment change for
the ordinance is scheduled and explained this was a separate item from the proposed Verizon
tower. He invited anyone wishing to be heard regarding the text change to please do so in the
Public Hearing tonight.
There were no other public comments.

PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGINITIONS
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1. Hope 4 NC-------------------------------------------------- Jennifer Russell and Tynijha McIver
Jennifer Russell introduced herself and Tynijha McIver as representative for Hope 4 NC
who do crisis counseling for individuals impacted by Hurricane Florence and Matthew.
The connect people with local resources, do emotional and social support. They are
presently now offering disaster preparedness support and distributed flyers .
Tynijha McIver shared items needed for sustaining through the days after a disaster such
as batteries, water, non-perishable food items, first aid kit, all personal hygiene items, and
others. Ms. McIver suggested securing medicine, document protectors (zip lock bags)
and prepare for pets as well. She also shared that having a grab & go bag (book bag)
with extra personal items, clothes and items such as books, and coloring books, etc. to
alleviate stress on everyone.
Councilmember Aiken asked the number of days families should prepare for and Ms.
McIver suggested catering to your family needs by number involved. Ms. Russell
suggested maybe up to two weeks and that everyone should discuss a disaster plan with
children beforehand.
Councilmember Swinson asked if a list of items needed that could be passed to everyone
and Ms. Russell shared those.
Mayor Hardy asked to have the Hope 4 NC contact information restated. Ms. Russell
gave the contact number and referred everyone to their flyers.
2. Retirement of Cary Ken Barnes---------------------------------------------------- Alonzo Jaynes
Chief Jaynes spoke on the privilege to work with Cary and the work he put into
enhancing the KPD brand, his leadership skills and how Major Barnes challenged the
strength of decisions made in the department with the spirited discussion he brought to
the table. These allowed the department to bring better service to the citizens, the
department and the community. He presented Major Barnes with a plaque and thanked
him for his service.
Mayor Hardy thanked Major Barnes for his service to the Kinston Police Department and
wished him well in his future endeavors.
Major Barnes thanked God, the City of Kinston, the Police Department and the citizens
for everything.
3. Retirement of Greg Allen Dempsey--------------------------------------------------- Tony Sears
Tony Sears, City Manager asked related since Mr. Short had returned in time and he was
his immediate supervisor, he would like for him to recognize Mr. Dempsey’s retirement.
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Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections shared that although he has been a
department of one until recently, since has been here he has worked closely with Mr.
Dempsey. Greg has 32 years of service with the City of Kinston and has been a
consummate professional. He remarked that in the State of North Carolina Greg was one
of less than 50 Inspectors to have Level 3 certifications in all trades. He shared that
during conversations within the department they tried to find a time when they were able
to prove Greg wrong and could not. Mr. Short stated his time working with Mr.
Dempsey has been a pleasure and congratulated him on his retirement.
Mr. Dempsey expressed that he appreciated his 32 years with the City, he had a
wonderful crew and he will really miss them.
Mr. Short read and presented Mr. Dempsey with a plaque and related he would really be
missed.
Mayor Hardy thanked Mr. Dempsey for his service and Mr. Sears shared that Greg
worked one year in the electric department before moving to Inspections.
4. Retirement of John Jarrell-------------------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director recognized John Jarrell for 21 years of service
who started as the Assistant City Engineer and became City Engineer. She stated John
will be missed and shared that he has offered to come back after a respite to train the next
person in the position.
Mr. Jarrell stated he enjoyed working with the City and thinks a lot of Kinston. He
introduced his wife and shared that when coming here from Knoxville he drove
underneath a rainbow and knew something special was going to happen.
Mr. Sears shared that one of John’s major projects and achievements was to move from
the Peachtree Plant to the Johnnie Moseley facility. He acknowledged that Mr. Jarrell
was very instrumental in assisting in making the plant work until we could make the
transition and that it could not have been done without him.
Ms. Barwick read and presented Mr. Jarrell with a plaque for his years of service and
Mayor Hardy thanked John for his service and stated we look forward to him helping
train the next person.
5. Retirement of Charles Sutton---------------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Director of Public Services asked Ms. Sharron Dempsey, Operation
Manager to join them at the podium, as she is over Environmental Services. Ms. Barwick
stated Mr. Sutton has worked for Environmental Services for 26 years and has been in
that section for his entire career. Ms. Dempsey stated Charles has done great work and
whenever you saw Charles he always had a smile. She asked Mr. Sutton to introduce his
family, wished him the very best and hopes he enjoys every minute of his retirement.
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Ms. Barwick read and presented Mr. Sutton with a plaque for his years of service and
congratulated him on his retirement.
6. Proclamations-------------------------------------------------------------------- Mayor Don Hardy
a.

Mayor Hardy read the Proclamation for the 2020 Census partnership with the US
Census Bureau.
b. Mayor Hardy read and presented the Proclamation honoring Petty Officer First Class
Georgia A. Rhem to Ms. Ann Rhem (mother).
Councilmember Aiken recounted meeting Ms. Georgia A. Rhem in 1995 and shared
that at the age of 38 he had just retired. He thinks he may have influenced Ms. Rhem
to join the Navy by telling her how great it was back then.
MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on August 5, 2019
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Debra Thompson
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], the minutes were approved.
CONSENT AGENDA
All items listed below are routine and will be enacted by a single vote.
There will be no separate discussion of these items, unless a Councilmember so requests,
in which case the item will be moved to the end of the Action Agenda.

1. Consider Resolutions Rejecting Bids for Briary Run Phase V Sewer Rehabilitation Project
and to De-Obligate the CWSFR Loan------------------------------------------- Rhonda Barwick

Page 10 of 21

Kinston City Council Minutes

Monday, August 19, 2019

Page 11 of 21

Kinston City Council Minutes

Monday, August 19, 2019

Page 12 of 21

Kinston City Council Minutes

Monday, August 19, 2019

Page 13 of 21

Kinston City Council Minutes

Monday, August 19, 2019

2. Consensus on the adoption of the Assistance and Procurement & Disbursement Policy for
the Essential Single-Family Rehabilitation Loan Pool 2019 Program------------- Tony Sears
Mr. Sears asked Mr. Short to provide additional information regarding this item.
Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections reiterated that they wanted to get this
approved ahead of the utility mailer. He stated all the information would be compiled into
a one-page mailer that would go out in the utility cycle announcing the availability of
funds. He noted some of the stipulations for qualification in the program and that
awarding of funds would be based on a point system. Mr. Short shared that any houses
within the 100-year flood plain and mobile homes would not be qualified for assistance.
However, there are some allowances for doublewides on a permanent foundation that will
be considered. He explained that if we must bring a property up to minimum housing
standards that would exceed the funding limit means we would not be able to complete
that project. He encouraged people to apply and stated he will take as many applications
as they can get. There is an initial funding amount of $190 K. Once we spend through
that and the faster we spend through that, we then go into the pool of money which is
general funding from the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, then it is on a first
come, first serve basis.
Mr. Sears restated there was a lot of criteria and restrictions and if any assistance is needed
to see if they qualify or completing the application contact Mr. Short at 939-3269 and said
this is State and Federal funds and we want to make sure it gets to our citizens.
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3. Consider adopting Resolution to authorize the sale of 917 & 919 Herbert Drive and 916 &
918 McCaskill Drive-------------------------------------------------------------------James Cauley

Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], the Consent Agenda items 1-3 were approved.
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ACTION AGENDA

1. - Conduct a Public Hearing AND consider the amendment of the Unified Development
Ordinance----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Tony Sears
Tony Sears, City Manager clarified that at a prior board meeting Verizon Wireless came before
the Board with a Conditional Use Permit to erect a monopole cell tower at a maximum height of
180 feet in the downtown area. There were individuals present that spoke against the permit and
after seeing the public response against that, he and Mr. Short decided to present this item to the
Council before others began to apply. He stated tonight Mr. Short would speak to a text
amendment that would eliminate monopoles from downtown Kinston. Mr. Sears said during
formulation of the text amendment, it was believed we would allow rooftop antennas. WRNS
has recently moved here and reached out today to say they would like to erect a monopole tower
in downtown Kinston but have not applied. He stated these are two distinct issues. The Verizon
Wireless application is in and any text amendment this Board may or may not take will not affect
the Verizon Wireless application; that will be grandfathered in. Mr. Sears said staff are looking
for an approval tonight but would like to have the Public Hearing to allow those wishing to do so
the opportunity to voice their opinion. This would allow the Council to have an opportunity to
deliberate the criteria they would or would not like to have in the amendment.
Mr. Short, Director of Planning & Inspections stated this was staff-initiated text amendment
based on questioning and concerns of the Planning Board. He said the hearing tonight would
help gain perspective and help move forward for what best for downtown Kinston as a whole.
He referred Council to the draft ordinance enclose in their packet that proposed change of
removing wireless communication facilities (both 60 ft. or less and greater than 60 ft. tall);
creates a new category- wireless facilities roof mounted (only considered for downtown and only
considered by Conditional Use Permit); and Conditional Use Permits also require standards
which can be found in section 7.9 of the ordinance. Mr. Short stated other criteria could be
added and gave examples such as design or artistic framework that consideration could be called
out in the design guidelines. He shared that there are minimal design guidelines for other uses
in town and was adopted in an ordinance in 2013.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon asked if artistic design was desired by the Council for the monopole
could that be part of the criteria in the text amendment. Mr. Short stated it could and would look
at wording for that purpose. Ms. Solomon shared that it is very important due to that area
becoming the Art District part of the City. Mr. Short stated he will present something to show
how that would look.
Councilmember Aiken asked if any of the cameras around town were on a single pole.
Councilmember Swinson stated there is one at the corner of Peyton & Herritage and Mr. Sears
added that height restriction could be addressed in the criteria as well.
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Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], the motion to enter the Public Hearing to consider the amendment of the
Unified Development Ordinance was approved.
Tony Dutton, General Manager of Dick Broadcasting shared that the BB&T building had been
purchased with the intention of relocating all their Eastern North Carolina broadcasting operation
to downtown Kinston. There were preliminary discussions with the Planning Department and
was probably a miscommunication regarding rooftop versus pole. Mr. Dutton stated a rooftop
would not work in that building due to air conditioning units and other things being on the roof
and it would be less pleasant to look at than what they envisioned putting behind the building.
He shared their idea of a 150 ft. tall monopole being an art piece and not necessarily looking like
a tower. He stated they are working with ECU architects and architects here as well and as we
know the building purchased is a unique looking building. He stated want to turn it into a
showplace; well lit, with studios upstairs overlooking Vernon and all sales offices downstairs.
Also, WRNS and WERO which is BOB are two emergency alert system stations. They feed
other radio stations and TV stations over Eastern NC for emergency weather alerts. Having
redundancy in getting the signal from downtown Kinston to the transmitter sites this would
provide telephone lines as backup as well as the tower, so if one fails there would be another
source of getting the signal out. He stated he wanted the tower to complement the building and
town such as Cary and others in Raleigh have these and they can be made decorative. They
would need an STL (Studio Transmitter Link) aimed toward Grifton (WERO is on channel 7’s
tower) and Trenton (WRNS is on channel 12’s tower). They are willing to make the tower look
as cosmetically pleasing as possible. They don’t want to make the tower ugly because they will
make the building beautiful. He stated that’s their concern since they have purchased the
building but if they cannot get some type of tower arrangement there they would have to
repurpose the building. He related he has lived in Kinston for 10 years and would like to bring
the operation here; WRNS is licensed to Kinston and is where it should be. He reiterated they do
need the tower, would make it as cosmetically pleasing as possible, but they do need that to
relocate here.
Councilmember Aiken asked the approximate height of the tower and Mr. Dutton replied they
would need at least 150 feet because it must have a clear line of sight (clear shot from Grifton
and Trenton to downtown) to get WRNS and WERO’s signal to the transmitter site. Mr. Aiken
asked if the base would be in the existing parking lot, to which Mr. Dutton responded yes and
envisioned wrought iron fencing and it would be gated. He assured that he would present the
engineering study to be completed and that the tower would not collapse on anything else. Mr.
Aiken had concerns that there is a residential area there and asked if there was any environmental
or radiation involved and . Mr. Dutton related there are no transmitters in the building, these
were microwave units that send out to transmitter sites. He shared that a transmitter is out
behind Bethel (960 AM-The Bull) but is far away from housing. There would be no transmitters
in downtown Kinston just the studios and offices.
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Councilmember Swinson asked if Mr. Dutton had any pictures of the proposed or something
similar that the Council could review. Mr. Dutton stated they are in the preliminary stages of the
processes but can provide that as quickly as possible. Ms. Solomon asked if the tower generated
any sound. Mr. Dutton said it does not but will need a generator as well that will not be used
unless it’s a hurricane and don’t have power. Mayor Hardy asked when the Council will be able
to see something showing what is proposed. Mr. Dutton stated he will start tomorrow, get a
rendering or drawing and give it to the Planning Department as quickly as possible. Mr. Aiken
asked if it will be a single pole. He said it could be, it does not need to be as big as the 3-sided
type and could be a single pole on a concrete base with two microwave dishes hanging off the
top. He said they will work with the Arts Council in how to disguise the dishes.
Sandy Landis, Arts Council stated the Arts Council does not have an issue with towers being
placed. Their issue is what they will look like and where they are being placed. She shared that
they have the largest public art program in North Carolina, and they are equipped to help with
design and to help the Council in looking at the designs and make suggestions. She would like
to make sure that they work within the landscape they are being placed.
Brandon Potter, 105 West Blount Street and stated his information was mainly regarding the
Verizon Wireless tower and he will return to that Public Hearing. He is very much for changing
the language in the amendment and feels it is a move in the right direction. He echoed Ms.
Landis in that location is what it is about; not being opposed to them and not providing an
opportunity for conditional use like Tony Dutton is asking for and he appreciates Mr. Dutton’s
consideration. He feels that this will be great, and we should work with them to make that
happen. He feels that it needs to be put to a vote each time and have everyone show a rendering
with as specific plans as possible. This should be done with anything this size that requires this
much construction and this much planning as with any other large construction.
The Public Hearing was closed at 8:20 pm and returned to open meeting.
Mr. Sears clarified that the Public Hearing for the Verizon Wireless tower will be held on
September 16th.
Mr. Short reiterated if there are any policy suggestions from the Council he would be happy to
consider those. Any direction they wanted to add and/or subtract from the draft. If they are okay
with the monopoles and want them to be reviewed by Conditional Use that would be a change.
Now those are listed as a permitted use but if you exceed a certain height in downtown it triggers
a Conditional Use. That may be something to clarify across the board that it must come before
City Council and if additional standards to be placed on those to be in downtown he is open to
that as well.
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Mr. Cauley asked Mr. Short what the basis was for the 60-foot threshold. Mr. Short stated
possibly there was an update to the ordinance in 2015 that was in response to some changes at
the State level after the ordinance was adopted in 2013
Councilmember Aiken asked Mr. Short for the height of the camera on Herritage Street and Mr.
Short will report at next meeting.
Mayor Hardy started discussion on some of the changes that were mentioned. Mr. Sears
reminded everyone that a Conditional Use Permit is not necessarily clarification that the Council
can deny it unless there are conditions that it doesn’t meet. There must be grounds and criteria
and Council must develop the criteria we want it to be. He suggested giving staff the opportunity
to visit larger more metropolitan areas with more urban design development standards and bring
the findings back to the Council.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0] the Amendment to the Unified Development Code was tabled until staff
can come back with additional information.
INFORMATION AND UPDATES
1. K-9 Assistance Program…………………………………………………….Alonzo Jaynes
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO THE WORK SESSION MEETING AGENDA)
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
Mr. Sears, City Manager stated he wanted to talk about something that was important and near
and dear to his heart. He informed everyone that this will be the last official meeting the Chief
Jaynes would attend. He recalled that three years ago he set out to find someone to make us
excited about Kinston Police and Chief Jaynes was hands-down the right guy out of a lot of
highly qualified individuals. He gave a personal thank you to Chief Jaynes for helping him to
understand policing better in a different light. He announced that Major Dilday will be the
Interim Police Chief and shared that there is not a specific timetable that we will have another
Police Chief in place. He thinks that Major Dilday is very capable of maintaining that position
and continuing some of the projects that Chief Jaynes has put in place. He again thanked Chief
Jaynes.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
James Cauley, City Attorney asked everyone to pause and remember that Kinston lost a true
champion this week in the passing of former City Attorney Poo Rochelle. He recollected the
great
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work for the City for many years and oversaw many legal projects from flood buyouts and
wastewater funding with the new building to the GTP siting. He stated he had worked with
many in the room for many years and shared that he also helped him when he was a new lawyer
starting out. He asked that we pause and be thankful and remember him and his family at this
time.
Mayor Hardy asked for a moment of silence.
Mr. Sears added for those that may not know, Mr. Rochelle was currently a member of
Kinston/Lenoir County’s Sports Hall of Fame. He stated he wasn’t just a great attorney; he was a
great athlete in Kinston/Lenoir County and shared that his picture was hanging inside the
Kinston Community Center.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon wanted to extend the comments by Mr. Sears in reference to Chief
Jaynes by saying when she first came on the Council that was one of the first votes they had. It
was whether to have only one umbrella of Public Safety or if they were to split the department.
She stated with Chief Jaynes coming in, without any question, we knew we got it right. He
branded what the work is supposed to look like by letting us know what it means for there to be a
healthy and hole relationship between the community and law enforcement. She thanked Chief
Jaynes for pushing into the schools, our neighborhoods, developing relationships and making
clear that the expectation was for the law enforcement officers be viewed as other members of
the community. She thanked Chief Jaynes and shared that when people bring who they are when
they come to the table . Ms. Solomon told Chief Jaynes that he has proven he is a man of
integrity, a man committed to excellence, one who believes in relationships, one who believes in
growth and whatever he puts his hands to for it to be the very best.
Councilmember Aiken thanked the Police and Fire Departments for National Night Out. He
stated everyone came out and had a good time, with the different organizations and the Sheriff’s
Department. He shared a disclaimer in the Tug-O-War. He shared that the firefighters had on
grip boots and the police officers wore street shoes, police officers were on a hill and firefighters
were pulling down, and firefighters are accustomed to pulling hose, so the police were at a
disadvantage. He told Chief Jaynes he will miss him.
Councilmember Suggs stated she was very appreciative to Chief Jaynes for all that he’s done to
ensure that he was making nurturing relationships with young people. Between him, the officers
and the rest of the staff it has been important and has proven that it’s worthy. Ms. Suggs stated
for that they are grateful and look forward to the continued support and efforts with the young
people of our community.
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Ms. Suggs shared that she attended a conference last week and her biggest take away from there
was that people are afraid to embrace the younger generations (Millennials, Generation Z) and
they are the now. In some of the sessions there was a sense that people were holding on to what
they know and not sharing with the next person and it is such a need. She said she appreciated
our staff that were retiring and coming back to train, but some of that training needs to be
happening before they retire. She wants up to start exemplifying the work and talents that young
people bring to our communities and the need for fresh voices and ideas. She stated she will put
a lot more effort into; ensuring that we are having those relationships, experiences and trainings
especially when it comes to job opportunities when they come about.
Ms. Suggs mentioned the back to school drives that occurred over the weekend and is
appreciative to everyone in the community that has made those efforts, and the upcoming drives.
She shared the official public schoolyear starts next week and asked the citizens to be mindful of
the children, the buses; just really pay attention. She gave gentle reminders on safety
(headlights, wipers) and noted that young people do have worth.
Mayor Hardy thanked Chief Jaynes for the service he has given to the community. Communityoriented policing with the entire staff means a lot to a lot of citizens. Mr. Hardy stated that
people are talking about some of the relationships and efforts such as Pizza with Kids, Ice Cream
with Cops , etc. that we want to keep going.
Councilmember Suggs asked to enter closed session on a personnel issue.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Tyson and pursuant to
NC General Statute :143-318.11(a) (6) Personnel closed session was entered at 8: 35 pm.
Minutes to be taken by James Cauley, City Attorney.
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Thompson, City Clerk
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