Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Tuesday, September 3, 2019
5:30 pm
Handicapped parking and access ramp are available for the Independence Street entrance.

REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Councilmember Joseph Tyson led everyone in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Mayor Don Hardy and Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Joseph Tyson, Kristal Suggs
and Robert Swinson, IV.
Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon
Present also: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.
Adoption of the Agenda
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will
be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
James Cauley, City Attorney requested to have two resolutions for land sales added to the Action
Agenda.
Tony Sears requested to have a Biosolids Dryer Capital Project added to the Manager’s Report.
He requested to add a property bid for Adam Short to the Manager’s Report as well.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the agenda was approved with the addition of two land sale items added to
the Action Agenda and a Biosolids Dryer Capital Project and Property Bid to the Manager’s
Report.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff.

David Ricke, 904 Cleveland Drive, Kinston NC extended an invitation to everyone to attend the
9/11 Memorial Service to be held at Pearson Park on September 11, 2019 at 9:00 am. He added
that in case of inclement weather the event location will be Fire Station 1 on Vernon Avenue.
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PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
1. Renewing of the Mind------------------------------------------------------------ Carolyn Dawson
Ms. Carolyn Dawson introduced the program of Renewing of the Mind and the board
members. Ms. Dawson stated the board members are Pastor George Fields, Vice
President; Linda Dixon, Secretary/Finance Coordinator; Valerie Edwards, Finance
Coordinator; Jovetta Hammond, Coordinator (absent); Brenda Stewart, Social
Worker/Performance Artist; Rossie Edwards, Youth Counselor; Pastor Willie Dixon,
Adult Counselor and she is the President. She stated the purpose of the program is to
bring mankind’s knowledge back to knowing who He is, and mankind needs to know that
they are made in the likeness of God, not man. Ms. Dawson gave a summation of Satan
causing division and fear and the forming of hate groups. She stated the foundation of the
organization is to help individuals build self-esteem by knowing who they are; not
according to color, money, religion, nor what an individual normally thinks of himself.
The goal is to help rebuild individuals by doing the right thing and right thinking with
truth and integrity
Pastor Fields shared that the mission is to make themselves available to serve. He
discussed adults teaching young people to hate and promoted practicing self-control. He
gave the email address: renewingofthemind1@gmail.com.
Councilmember Tyson asked when the meetings are to be held and it was noted they are
in the first phases of getting the foundation in place and meetings will be afterwards. Mr.
Tyson said if the meeting he previously attended at Fairfield was any indication, he felt it
will be a great program because he saw the passion and concern they showed. Ms.
Dawson shared that they are meeting working on themselves to able them to address
different situations that come before them.
Mayor Hardy thanked the group for coming out tonight.
2. Piedmont Health Services and Sickle Cell Agency------------------------- Marsha Newsome
Marsha Newsome, Regional Manager, addressed the Council and shared that they serve
eight counties and September is Sickle Cell Month. She stated it is an inherited genetic
disease. In Lenoir County there are approximately 100 people with the disease with ages
ranging from birth to about 50. There are hundreds with Sickle Cell traits and the
propensity to bear children with the disease. She shared that the hallmark of the disease
is pain, tiredness and infection. There is no cure however, across the United States some
have had bone marrow transplantation and been cured. She noted that transplantation is
not for everyone and the vast majority live with the disease all their lives. Piedmont
Health Services is one agency with seven locations that cover 22 counties in North
Carolina to include Lenoir County.
Councilmember Tyson related when preparing to be married, they were given a blood test
because they were African American and asked if that was still advocated. Ms.
Newsome said every child in the United States is tested at birth. The disease is
predominately in the African American community; about 1 in every 12 African
Americans carry the trait and may or may not know it. She stated 1 in 500 African
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Americans have the disease, but it can affect anyone; particularly. persons whose
ancestors originate from hot climates such as Africa, South America, Asia and India.
Mayor Hardy thanked Ms. Newsome for coming.
MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on August 19, 2019------Debra Thompson
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the minutes for the City Council Meeting held on August 19, 2019
were approved.
ACTION AGENDA
1. - Conduct a Public Hearing AND consider approval for a Condition Use Permit application
for a bar and game room at 115 West North Street--------------------------------- Adam Short
Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections presented a request from Shawn
Stengele to operate a bar and game room (formerly North Street Pub) that will be an
indoor recreational facility. This will be an ax throwing bar (Goldsboro, Greenville and
New Bern) and is a franchise of sorts with a location in New Bern. They saw the work
on Queen Street, became interested and came over to look for a building. Mr. Short
stated that zoning in all directions are B-2 (Central Business District). The Planning
Board unanimously approved this business. He noted that the notice in the newspaper
referred to 104 W. North Street, but the notice to all the business owners was for 115 W.
North Street and there were no calls received regarding the error.
Councilmember Aiken asked what the hours of operation were. Mr. Short stated they had
not indicated any hours but felt they would be evening hours to hour that other business
in the area close. Mr. Aiken asked if that was about 2:00 am and Mr. Short said that was
correct.
Mayor Hardy asked if Mr. Stengele was present for the Public Hearing and Mr. Short
stated he was not.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and with a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Public Hearing was opened.
Mayor Hardy called for anyone wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition and none came
forward. The Public Hearing was closed.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Conditional Use Permit application for a bar and game room at
115 W. North Street was approved.
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2. Consensus on request for lots from the State of North Carolina-------------------Adam Short
Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections stated the staff was approached by
representatives of the Office of State Budget Management to reserve some properties in
the Uplands Park Subdivision. That is the area that we have bid out several properties
along Herbert and McCaskill Drives. The request if for four properties to be held out
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from the City taking bids on and are 925, 927, 929 and 1001 McCaskill Drive and
entertain a bid or direct sale to the State. Their intent is to redevelop the lots into
affordable Disaster Recovery Housing which will likely be single family homes in the
form of doublewides on a permanent base, in keeping with the development in that area.
Councilmember Tyson asked if the State is bringing in doublewides does that constitute
“trailer parks. He stated he was asking because after Hurricane Floyd a trailer park was
closed, and specific language was added regarding rules to not having trailer parks within
the City of Kinston. He asked how many trailers would be considered a trailer park or if
this purchase would be considered as a trailer park. Mr. Short replied that if it were
under one ownership (one large lot with several trailers) that would be a park that would
be a commercial (rented) operation. If it is a single-family home, which is the majority of
there now it would not be.
Councilmember Aiken if these would be more like modular homes and Mr. Short
answered that he was correct.
Mr. Sears shared that the City can direct sale to the State of North Carolina; the Council
can set a price if that’s decided and negotiations can begin. Mr. Tyson stated the normal
price set is between $3,000 and $5,000 and Mr. Sears stated the City could enter private
negotiation with the State at tax value ($6,000 each). Mr. Aiken asked if the tax value
was $6,000 each and mentioned selling properties in the area at $900 in the past. Mr.
Short recommended selling at tax value.
Councilmember Aiken reflected on a developer wishing to come in to build $90-$100 K
stick-built houses in that area and the community was adamant that they did not wish to
have them built because they would bring down their property value.
Mr. Sears stated they were requesting 1) if the Council would like to enter a direct sale
with the State of North Carolina, and 2) if they would like to request tax value or a
different alternate value.
Councilmember Suggs asked if there were any options other than the four lots requested
or if they were the best suited. Mr. Short said he thought they wanted four contiguous
properties.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the City will enter a direct sale with State of North Carolina at tax
value.

3. Consider Approval of Resolution for Land Sale for 911, 913, and 915 Herbert Drive to
Robert Ingram------------------------------------------------------------------------- James Cauley

Mayor Hardy read the request to approve the resolution selling real property to Robert
Ingram in the amount of $1,500.
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Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Resolution for Land Sale of 911, 913, and 915 Herbert Drive was
approved.

4. Consider Approval of Resolution for Land Sale for 1003 and 1005 McCaskill Drive to
Nina Hooks-----------------------------------------------------------------------------James Cauley
Mayor Hardy read the request to approve the resolution selling real property to Nina
Hooks in the amount of $1,500.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Resolution for Land Sale of 1003 and 1005 McCaskill Drive was
approved.
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5. Consider Ordinance for Biosolids Dryer Capital Project Amendment------------ Tony Sears
(THIS ITEM WAS VOTED ON IN THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT)
6. - Consider Property Bid for 902 McCaskill Drive----------------------------------- Adam Short
. (THIS ITEM WAS VOTED ON IN THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT)

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
1. - Consider Biosolids Dryer Capital Project Amendment---------------------------- Tony Sears
(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED)
Tony Sears, City Manager shared the need for an increase of $38,370 to the Clean Water
State Revolving Loan Fund loan for the Biosolids Dryer Capital Project. At the August
5th meeting, Steve Miller, Assistant Public Service Director spoke regarding hooking up
temporary natural gas to get the Biosolids Dryer up and running. Mr. Sears related that
the company was scheduled to begin construction this week on Thursday, but stated he
was unsure if they would be here (Hurricane Dorian). He stated they would reschedule if
needed.
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Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Biosolids Dryer Capital Project Budget was amended in the amount
of $38,370.

2. - Consider Property Bid for 902 McCaskill Drive----------------------------------- Adam Short
(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED)
Adam Short, Director of Planning and Inspections explained that a property bid was
received today to start the bid process for advertisement and upset bid for 902 McCaskill
Drive with a $50 offer amount.
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Councilmember Aiken expressed concern that the offer was for $50 and the cost to
advertise was $300-$500. Mr. Short stated it was around $200 to advertise for one
property. Mr. Sears stated that amount did not include the attorney fee and it would be
around $2,000 to break even on this property. Mr. Aiken related that he was not in favor
of the offer. Mr. Short stated to not accept was fine; he could call to discuss this and
share information regarding previous bids.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and
upon a unanimous vote [4-0], the property bid for 902 McCaskill Drive was not
approved.
3. - Mr. Sears shared information on Hurricane Dorian. Currently it has stalled along the
coast of Florida and is presently at category 2. The hurricane is anticipated getting to the
North Carolina/South Carolina region on Wednesday, we will feel the primary effects on
Thursday and will have left us on Friday. He stated a staff meeting was held this
morning at 9 am and assures that all the staff are taking their appropriate responses as
they have with the past hurricanes in preparation for this one. He related that the Neuse
River is a concern and the river is presently at 4 feet. He stated 14 feet is minor flooding,
18 feet presents the start of issues and 20 feet is the start of danger levels. Kinston/Lenoir
County will be on the outer edge of anticipated rainfall (6-8 inches) and that is not
enough to impact the Neuse here. There is not going to be a significant amount of
rainfall to the west and northwest, so there is not a fear of gathering water in the
Piedmont Region and sending down here to Eastern North Carolina where we have
typically delayed flooding four -five days after such events. The only issue we think we
are subject to is roughly 40 mph max sustained winds but doesn’t mean we could not
have gusts higher than that. He stated they are thankful for the investment made in the
electrical system and outside of small pockets of power outages during the last two
hurricanes, we do not anticipate that wind to have any significant power outages for us.
He said the 6-8 inches is supposed to be total, however there are areas that are subject to
flash flooding (Doctors Drive, Stallings Drive, and some other areas) and the staff are
prepared to handle the situation.
Councilmember Aiken asked Ms. Barwick if equipment will be staged at Bill Fay Park.
Ms. Barwick responded that it depends on the river levels. She stated if the levels stayed
like they are planning for she does not think that will be an issue for us.
Mayor Hardy shared that there is active 24-hour staging at the Global TransPark. He told
everyone that we are as prepared to respond as we were with Florence. There are people
here and continuing to come into the area. He thanked staff for putting their staff in place
and implementing the emergency preparedness.
Mr. Sears noted that signs will be put out in areas subject to flash flooding by the City of
Kinston, but we are not asking anyone to evacuate. These signs are to let you know you
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are in an area that is subject to flash flooding. He stated that the City of Kinston does not
operate emergency shelters, but Lenoir County does and the first one they are opening is
a Lenoir Community College around 8 am on Thursday. He asked anyone wanting more
information to please contact Lenoir County Emergency Services.
Councilmember Swinson if we will be operating on normal hours. Mr. Sears stated we
should be open for all services on both Thursday and Friday. He shared that the Mayor
will sign a State of Emergency Declaration for the City of Kinston on tomorrow. He
clarified that we don’t feel there will be any major emergency, but failing to do so, would
not allow us to access Federal funds. This means that anything the City does spend storm
related we will have the ability to get reimbursed.
Councilmember Aiken stated that the City has started cleaning storm drains and asked the
citizens to please place yard maintenance debris on the curb. Mr. Sears shared that pine
needles are bad in the drains and if you see any obstruction to please call 939-3282.
Councilmember Tyson said whenever it rains hard, there is a problem at the intersection
of Whitehall and Hardee. Today his observation was that it may have been cracked by
traffic and asked that it be checked.
Mayor Hardy asked Ms. Barwick to explain the flushing of fire hydrants throughout the
City as some citizens were asking why they may have a hydrant flushed every other hour
a day and others are once every other day. Ms. Barwick said it is not good to have
stagnant water and if you are on the end of the line, you may be on an automatic
schedule. This keeps the water flowing and provides good quality of your water. She
shared that Mr. Swinson had identified an area where the flushing was causing a problem
with the customer’s driveway, and that was fixed. Mayor Hardy asked if the flow could
be controlled and Ms. Barwick stated it could be, but it needed to be forceful and stir the
water. She also asked that he get the address and water production staff will go out to
speak with the customer regarding their specific area.
Councilmember Tyson shared that he was asked today how the Water Park was doing.
He requested that the Manager give an update as soon as possible on how we did this
year compared to last year. He stated last year we had a lot of water days, so we should
have done much better this year. Mr. Sears stated he would and shared that per the
contract there would be a debriefing at the end of the season. That is schedule is coming
up; that is when we get the final numbers. He stated there is no comparison between this
year and last year, minus the contract; it was weather. We had much better weather this
year than last and we know that we did significantly better than last, but it is the purpose
of the contract to see how much better. Once the final debriefing is done, he will make a
presentation.
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CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
James Cauley, City Attorney stated there was no report, but we did need a closed session.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
Councilmember Swinson thanked Ms. Barwick and NC D.O.T. for coordinating the City and
D.O.T. to come out and talk to a resident with some issues off Rouse Road to explain what was
going on.
Councilmember Aiken applauded Kinston Police Department for their quick reaction to the
incident at Kinston High School last week. They were very professional. He shared that on New
Years’ Eve people fire guns in the air, but they must remember the bullet has to come down
somewhere (cars, roofs, etc.). He discussed shaping the minds of the youth and with technology
they do not have the interpersonal encounters that we had as youth. He stated we are a village
and felt that different groups (Renewing of the Minds, Churches and others) is the mindset that is
needed for Kinston to thrive and move forward in our endeavors.
Councilmember Suggs made another plea to the citizens, that this is an election period for the 3rd
Congressional District. She stated she was not advocating for anybody but urging everyone to
go out and vote. At the close of the polls on Friday there were 1,314 people in Lenoir County
who had voted. She noted that we have about 3,600 registered voters in Lenoir County and we
needed to vote.
Councilmember Aiken shared that he attended the 50th Class of 1969 Reunion of Adkin High
School. There were a lot of people that came back to Kinston and had a lot of suggestions on
how to work together and get things accomplished. He stated Kinston/Lenoir County has the
distinction of having the most reunions; be it family or class reunions. He said, “Kinston is a
good place to be”.

CLOSED SESSION
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Closed Session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143318.11(a) (5); Property Acquisition was entered at 6:20 pm.
Councilmember Tyson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Council returned to the regular meeting at 6:34 pm.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the Kinston City Council Meeting was adjourned at 6:34 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Thompson, City Clerk
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